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The Jamiat-ul-Ulema, Buima is to be congra- 
tuUted on this its latest addition to the Islamic tracts 
Sene'S The book contains English translations of the 
VrabiL sermons deln ered before Fnday congregations 
b^ Alaiiland Hafiz Hakeem Abdulla Rashid Nawab 
Makki Sahel), Pesh Imam of the Soortee Sunni Jurnma 
IMusjid, Rangoon The translation has been ably ren- 
dered into English from an Urdu translation of the 
oiigtnal Arabic text, by Mr Tnamullah Khan, BA, who 
has spared no pains to piesei\e the spirit of the original 

The sermons ha^ e been prepared by the Maulana 
Saheb keeping in view the present needs of the Mus- 
lims They compiise all aspects of Islam, and oileis 
coluticns for the dnerse moral, social and economic pro- 
blems that perplex the mind of the modern Muslim to- 
day Each se mon is a brief study in itself, and based 
IS it IS on the Holy Quran and Hadis, offers a splendid 
means uf unifying the scattered Lorces of the Muslims 
and lejuvenatmg them The sermons as a whole aim at 
infusing fresh vigour into the drooping bodies of the 
present day Muslims A careful study of them will, it 
IS hoped, enable the readet to imbilje the tnic spnit i>r 
Islam, thereby enabling him to apprctiate moie fully 
the real import and significance of the teachings of 
Islam 
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Id the Name of Allah, the Merciful 
and Compassionate. 


FRIDAY SERMONS. 


THE ESSENTIALS FOR A 
MUSLIM 

, I 1 

All human excellences are g'lfts of God and as 
^ch He, the ffiver, is deserving of all praise It is 
He who sent Muhammed (may peace be upon him) 
as a guide to humanity making him the ideal Pro- 
phet, an embodiment of the noblest and the mo'^t 
cherished characteristics 

And because the Muslims have been seeking ann 
shall seek guide in the footsteps of their great Pro- 
phet, hence in all the sermons, prayers are said to 
honour his blessed memory Tt is as a return of 
thanks that every Muslim sends ^Darood’ to the Pro- 
phet for his blessings to mankind But the real 
thanksgiving is to live up to the ideals set up bv the 
Prophet The key-stone of the edifice of Islam is the 
character of the Prophet As long as one does not 
imbue one’s self with those traits, his Islam rcmiiins 
incomplete Character is the test of Islam The 
character of a true Muslim must beam with truth and 
justice Lady Khadija had studied the Pronhct 
through his daily life The test of Islam for ever\ 
Muslim IS his daily actions 

Once a few of his disciples told the Pinphct that 
there was a woman who was very regular in saying 
her prayers and observing fast, but that she was wont 
to give trouble to her neighbours To this the Pro- 
phet remarked that she was fit only for Hell, for 
there was no good in her 

The most praiseworthy achievement of Islam is 
Its brotherhood based on mutual goodwill, sympathy, 
fellowship and friendship The Quran declares that 
all Muslims are brothers, it demands bcttei undci- 
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stanrhug and perseverance of peace among them At 
another place, it says ^Clmg ye to the chord of Allah 
111 unity and be not divided’ Hence it is clear fiom 
this that unless there is love and sym])athj^ citnong 
the Muslims, their corporate life cannot stand against 
The fr-ices of the opposition If fiom intlniilual life 
no uoiporate strength results, the indiMdual grind 
caiiies no weight On the other hand, it shatters 
the common chord to bits 

God says “Think for ;yoursehes how vou were 
anidcd before and how Islam welded \ou in a solid 
Irrternitv” It also means that \^hen the traterniil 
bond breaks and there is no lo^ c lost between the 
lonstituent members, then eilhei it is that we ha^c 
lost the blessing of Islam oi our Islam is m dangcr 

A.L 01 ding to the Iladis (the tuuhtinns) the chief 
chrractcnstics of a Muslim arc love and s\"mp«ithv and 
the 'ine in whom these are absent, nothing good is to 
be expected of him At anothei place it is recorded 
tliat when a Muslim visits his birther-Mushm fnt 
Mlah’s sake le, fraternal feelings and sympathy 
carry h^m there, the angels hail him as ore dv^ellirg 
*11 Paradise and bless him so that he nia\ bcci me the 
embodiment of all that is good 

A Muslim has many rights He is the best who 
gn es preference to the needs of others to those of his 
own, gives genenaisly out of his bounty to the need\ 
helps his friend'? co\ ers the^r faults and speaks web 
of them at their back, he displa\s SMnmthv and lo\e 
m his talk, IS awake to the needs of his frj'iids ind 
IS forgiving, leraains a help-mate to his liiends whde 
living and when dead prays fni then soul nav, takes 
care of the beieaved family hn disnlays sinccnty fand 
fidelity both outwardly and lnw^aullv, does not in- 
volve his friends in trouble and is a source of help in 
their hour of need In short a Muslim has extensn^ 
rights (ncr his brother-Mushm at least of a gieeling 
when one meets the nthei t'nd the acceptance n\ in 
Mtation when m\ited 

When one sneezes, the other must pra\ for his 
health, when one falls ill, the othci must attend and 
muse him, when asked tn give aihice must give the 



( 3 ) 


best of adMce he can In a nutshell, one must do to 
the other what one thinks best for one's own self and 
if one does not do this, he is not of the faithful 

The Pn^phet says Keep away From jealousy, 
prejudice, fault finding and be brothers to one another 
as IS dcsued by Allah If you have done some wrong 
to yoai biolher-in-faith, go and ask for his pardon, so 
that \llah ina> be pleased with you 

On another c/ccasion, the Prophet said that the 
best action next to prayer is to keep love among fel- 
lo'w, beujgjS and to show them good-behaviour 

Once advising Ma-az, one of his disciples, the 
ProphCL said 'O Ma-az, be a faithful servant of God 
Speak the truth, keep your word and honour your 
pledge, protect the rights ot your neighbours, love 
and sympathise wnth the orphans, be always sweet in 
talk and never be harsh, get accustomed to greeting 
and greet in tbundance Be generous May God 
make you practicar 

Tlie abo\c are the distinctive characteristics of a 
Mu dim To-day a majority of Muslims have confined 
Islam, only to its five pillars — *Kalima', prayeis, fast, 
alms giving and Haj They have unfortunately ig- 
nored the other requirements of a Muslim and hence 
the weakness of tneii corporal life and existence of 
dniuons Theie are a few who stop with mere be- 
lieving but there ?ie also others, who though seem to 
act, yet lack the Islamic spirit They are they who, 
lose the substaiirc in quest of the shadow They do 
not catch the spiii^ and are content with the form 
Among them is m.t found the solidifying influence of 
fiaternity The wrong lies in the manner of their 
bringing i ]) 


HIGH MORALS. 

2 

All piaises to Allah, the merciful and Compassimate, 
and may His choicest blessings be on Muhammad who 
has been sent as a guide to humanity, making him the 
ideal prophet, an embodiment of the noolest and the 
most chenshed virtues. 



( 4 ) 

Many to Him who made man the nuhlest of 

His creation The physical mental and spintnal 
make up ot mpii abounds with potentialities for the 
highest dcN^elopment It is as an olier of thanks to his 
Creator that one prostiates oneself before Hun eveiy 
da^ Muhcimmeci, the best and the noblest of men, 
was sent ny God as a guide to humanity, as a pro 
totvpe foi otheis to mould themselves aftei him The 
Prophet d}cd hi^ disciples in the dye of his own 
chaiactci tind oi darned posterity to follow in his 
footsteps to t'ltain to the full human stature May 
God bless his noble soul and those of his kith and kin 


Biethein in Islam* last Friday^s sermon dealt with 
the 1)1 nthei hood of Islam and the reciprocal lights of 
Muslims, to-day’s seimon shall deal with the moial 
requuements of a Muslim Make sure that Islam is 
the other name ftii the highest human peifection i e 
unless human excellences are found in oursehes, we 
do not deserve to be called Muslims To be bom in a 
Muslim house or to accept a few Muslim beliefs does 
not make one a Muslim Islam came to make us 
perfect beings and if we fall short of that, our Islam is 
iiieomplet^ We have to think over our Islam oi 
else we wnll not only be disgiacing oursehes but 
Tskm as w^ell To save Islam fiom any stigma, wc 
aic in honour bound to become men in the tiuest 
sen-e of the teim 

Humanity is not the name of a certain shape or foim 
It is the name of those human excellences that raise 
the status of man beyond angels In the Prophet 
these excellences were in gieat abundance let it be 
made clear that dimply knowing that nur beloved 
Prophet wa^' the ideal of human virtues and that 
Islamic teachings in this respect are supenor to those 
of the sisiCT faiths does not in any way make us perfect 

The task of a preacher or a 'Khateeb' is to laj 
bare the true teachings of Islam and invite the people 
to them He cannot compel one to be practical Mere 
education does not make one perfect, it is essential for 
the child to be brought up in the Islamic manner 
Every one can become learned but it is an entirely 
different tlnng to get used to doing good, making 
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one^ CKtCiiial ancl inleitinl ‘^elf the same and making 
human viitues bUige tliiough one’s self When a piece of 
wood gel^- tilled, il is dilliuiilt to liLiid, the same is 
true 0* bad liab’^s NToiiLthclcss it is the duty of 
e\ery one to liy, foi, thiough earnest and sincere 
attempt anything Lan be aclue\ed 

Cliaisctei IS the smn total of all that is good and 
noble with wUuh one's individual and social life is 
aided and \ihich adtK to the purity of one’s soul 


A good man ahvays likes things that aie good and 
the op] ositc IS Inie wnth a man nC the contiaiy nature 
Ciood qi.cilitics like scent disseminate sw^eet smells 
auumd them txheicas bad qualities like an awful- 
smolhng hrap disturb the peace of those lound alxnit 
and "preads the contagious gcxms of immoiaht)^ 
From the comoany of thieves one leains but to steal 
The chiltlien learn things good or bad fiom their 
sLii Kiiindings 

It IS because of the abme icasnns that the Prophet 
declared that Religion in icalitv is the othei name of 
good chaiactci He also said that he alone is best m 
faith who IS <best in his moials Again he said Ihit 
(iecajf of chaiaLtei spoils all good woiks even as 

Mncgai spoils hwney 

It IS said in the Quian not lo tread the earth with 
pride foi, it ' neithci can jou probe into the earth 
nor touch thv ''ky Tn othci woids the Quran condemns 
the display of talse pnde most unsparingly as a display 
of one's baser self At another ijlacc it says that 
e^ eiything bad l‘^ dushked by (jod No one is unaware 
ol tho lesults that follow moial weakness The 
i^T-eatest man is he wdio is best in behaviour even to 

those who ate worst m their treatment of 

him, and who ignores the attacks of the 

vile ones and blesses them that curse 
him The Oman thiow's much light on this point. 

It IS recor'ecl in the traditions that a Muslim is 
lie ftom whobC hands and tongue Muslims are safe. 
In another place, it is said that you cannot enter 
paiadise unless you b^carne Faithful, and you cannot 
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become Faithful unless you lo\e others “Come”, says 
the Prophet, “and I will show you the way to love , you 
follow that pat^ and there shall he growing love 
amongst you Greet each other, try to take the lead 
in It and do it m abundance” (In this there is a warn- 
ing to the piouri ones who wait for others to gieet 
Ih^'^m and themsehes hesitate to take the lead) 

According to one tradition, there are four liaits, 
the possessoi of which is styled a hypocrite even the 
possession of any one of them makes one a hypocrite 
These traits are to dishonour pledges, to tell lies, to 
break promises and to use foul language in dispute 
It IS said in Ihe "Hadis* that such a person is a 
hypociite e\en though he may say prayers, observe 
fasts and claim to be a Muslim At another place, the 
Hidis sa\s thaL he w^ho does not knew how to honour 
his word and pledge has no religion, nor do his prayeis 
and fasts tount tor an} thing May Allah keep all in 
safety 

THE HIGHEST CREATION 

3 

All praises to Allah, the merciful and Compas'^ionate, 
and may tLs choicest blessings be on Muhammad who 
has been sent as a guide to humanity, making him the 
ideal prophet, an embodiment of the noblest anO the 
most cherished virtues 

With the growth of sundry sciences the fact is 
becoming mnre and more clear that man is the highest 
foim of ciealion He is gifted with immense poten- 
tialities ffr the highest growth possible He has been 
made the Lord of fauna and flora, in short of the 
whole unucrsc Man has been given \aiying degrees 
ot capacities and tendencies so as to aid the proper 
wmiking of the universe 

It IS through the human intelligence, discovery and 
inventions that minerals and other hidden treasures are 
brought to light These in turn are utilised for the 
manufactures and the industrial growth of countries 
It IS the human being that utilises the vegetable 
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kine^dom and uses the floral iiigiedients Again the 
human prowes*^ ii+ilise'^ the animal stiength for useful 
purposes The Quran deals with this fact in gieat 
detail, the paipose is to "-huw that in Islam man is 
^nen the highest status in creation beyond which 
there is m- highei stage The angels are also of the 
creation Atan with all his capacities \et remains a 
cieated being The ])rophets with their nobility and 
excillenu h.n l surpasseil e\en the angels in merit 


Alan IS a compound of niattei and spiiit They 
in whom the spiritual supeisedes the temporal are 
greater Ilian the angels CAen, for leal Mitiie lies in 
taciiig and baltling and superseding temporal attrac- 
tions Real merit lies in lighting against human weak- 
nesses and in escaping fiom the wishes oi material 
pleasures to the supieme gloi} of the soul Ihe gieat- 
nes-^ ol a mar lies iii his powei to, distinguish good 
fiom bad, in his seu'-e ol ledlising the consequences of 
ceitain course ol aLlion and that iLason is his guid- 
ing light 

In the Older of ci cation, man is the imh responsi- 
ble being The responsibility consists of two types 
of excellences One is purely spiritual where the 
human body rnd eA crs'thing matciial is suliser\ient to 
the soul The excellence ni soul lies in this that one 
leads a pure hte, devotes his existence for the good of 
others and tries to attain the highest status possible foi 
man Even though complete lesemblance between God 
and Man is impossible, yet by following the dictates 
of God and doing good one can d>e oneself in the 
tohmrs of the Lord 

The othfi form of excellence is temporal The 
grpalest benefit that Islam his cnnfeiied upon huma- 
nitv IS li-s liccbii.ition in uiiec(in\oi al leims that attain- 
ment of these two t3i)Cs oi cxtclleiuL is in no way 
conflicting bat it can be achieved in harmony and 
unison It ordains the fulfilment of the requirements of 
the soul and at the same time it demands the utilisation 
oi other foices for useful woik 

Islam dwells at length on sundry principles that 

reed pi ou?r everyday life, such as those m regard 



( 8 ) 


to ju&ticc. Iiuth and &o lorth It lays down an excel- 
lent coue ol ethics and ordaiiis the people to guide 
them'sehe'- bv that light The s s that eier)- 

thiiig in the woild has been aeate l loi ; ou At 
anjthei place A sats that everything ciented is lor the 
glonfication ot the eaith and tor tectmg the nations 
E\eiy indnulnal and nation must go ier-taid and Me 
•with each other in utilising tlie tree gitts gnen them 
in the best manner 

A little pondering o\er this terse leads us to the 
conclusion that Uie test ot one’s existence is good 
action an<1 the real thanksgiiing ot the Loid for His 
free gifts i® the full utihsatioi ot the natural forces 
theieby adding to the giacc ol the unit else To disuse 
or misuse the gitts of Natiue is like keeping under a 
veil the benefits that aie to lesii l Ihcie from aiu' this 
IS ungipteti’lness to thf Luo) lienee it is etident that 
the nditiclual oi the nation that neglects tlie gifts 
does not desei t e the rule of this Universe and is denied 
it The Quran very explicitly deals with the high 
status ot man and declares a Wusliin to be most 
deserving of the prestige It \>arns them against 
cowardice, jealousy, piejudice and against everything 
that is low, and on the etner bund extols the qualities 
of \aloui, service and sacnliec and nolile thoughts 
The Quran says that all honoui is for God, foi the 
Prophet and the Faithful But by honoui is not only 
meant the honour of Paiadise Considering the be- 
ginnings of Islam, one finds that poverty and mean 
ness are not the same, neither are iiehes and horumi 
The Muslims of the early decades were mostly pool but 
they weie rich in thoughts and determination and were 
honourable, they were li'll ot the spiiit of sen ice and 
sacrifice Co-wardiee and meanness were alien te> them 
But even then po-vertj was ephemeial a tiansforma- 
tion followed their movements and History bears ■« itness 
to what thev achiei ed In the like manner by honour 
is meant the 1 ouuui of the soul Uc who is ruh in 
htait anu is gieat ol soul is really honoui aide Islam 
palla this hui'our the ke>-stone ot the aieli of both 
sp'ntual and tenijioial success So long as the heaits 
of the Muslims were filled with noble ideas, with valour 
and intrepidity, with honour and a sacrificial spirit, 
they weie a living community, masteis of everything 
The rise and fall of nations is laigely linked with the 
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inner feelings For a nation that lacks feeling and is 
careless, success shall be well nigh impossible Fcelni£> 
15 the light that shoves the path to gam honour, wealth, 
dominion, to it all things fly as e\en the moths oo to a 
candle Even the warmth of religion is due to this 
feeling its lark is a pitfall in the path of leligious 
progress The greatness of man is largely due to his 
way of leeling It ill behoves man, before whom even 
the angels bov^td that he worship any but the Lord 
In IsUm this i*? Tawheed that man shall ser\e Him and 
not bow before any one but Him 

THE EFFECT OF MORALITY 
ON CORPORATE LIFE 
4 

All piaises to Allah, the merciful and Compjssionate, 
and may His choicest blessings be on Muharniiiad V/lio 
has been sent as a guide to humanity making him the 
ideal prophet, an embodiment of the noblest and the 
most chenshed virtues 

In the varying fragments of Nature and in their va- 
nous aspects is evident the handiwork, the plans and 
designs of the great Architect of the Universe The book 
of nature and the unity discerned in its divinity bear 
testimony to the Unity God This is a truth and this 
very Truth is called Faith Among all those blessed 
with sound judgment the Prophets stand forth in rhe 
first lank But the light thrown in the Quran and 
through Muhammed's hps on the mysteries of Nature 
stands out as a challenge to othci faiths Theie is no 
use denying the fact that Islam is the only reliociuii that 
stresses the use of reason. ^ ® 

The world, as it is, is the result of the co operation of 
many a factor. Those factors in turn are the conse- 
quences of the co-operation of other agents Fiom this 
It IS clear to, the thinking nund that the life of an indivi- 
dual disjomted from any society, in other words as a 
separate entity, is absurd The law applies equally to 
fam^nd flora, and to the animal and human kingdom 
iliB being of every individual and his growlh is depen- 
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flent on its contributory factors the same is true of all 
items, from particles of sand to the solar system' No 
one can altord to neglect them 


It IS m consideration of the aho\e that Islamic Shanat 
fas ordained the protection of both animate and inanu 
mate objects It forbids the destroying of the inorganic 
and commands sympathy for the living, stresses the re- 
ciprocal rights of Muslims and emphasises the preser- 
vation of bettei relations among fellow-men In shoit, 
iL kills the germs that eat away the victuals of human 
solidarity and shows measures to a\oid the sad calamity 
The organisation of Islam, the law of Shariat, the daily 
congregational prayers and those of Fridays and Eid- 
days, the institutions of the Haj, the Zakat and the 
Fast all have a bearing on fraternal solidity So long 
as our hearts do not surge with human love and with 
the spirit of co-operation and so long as we are not 
ready to serve and sacrifice for the common good, 
healthy, coiporate life is well-nigh impossible^ The 
assemblage of the above-said traits is called character 
and unless we make those characteristics our own, we can 
be of no use either to Islam or Muslims or to humanity 
at large It is because of this that Islam presses upon 
the people the retormation of the heart There is a 
Hadis which says that there is a lump of flesh in the 
body which if rightly directed the whole body is pro* 
perly adjusted and if not the result accordmgly is the 
contrary That lump of flesh is the heart Another 
lladis says that Allah does not look to your faces and 
forms but to your spirit and motive One other Hadis 
says that actions are judged by motives 

I shall now quote a few of those verses from the Holy 
Quran and the Hadis that highly commend healthy 
inter-relations and that severely condemn petty preju- 
dices, quarrels and flghts One verse says Fear God 
and wipe out your differences The Hadis records that 
a Muslim bears the same relation to a brother-Mushm 
as do the adjacent bricks of a wall As the bricks unite 
together to make a strong wall, so likewise shall the 
Muslims join hands to stiengthen their fraternity 
Every Muslim must feel the pains and sorrows of 
others as even the whole body is affected if a part is 
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injured The well-being nf i community rests oi> , 
mutual t fellowship and fiiendship among its"" 
meaibeis If the bricks aie disjuintecl, the building 

collapsed If with the injury lo one part of the body 

the whole body is not affected, it bespeaks the death of 
that body, for, listlessness and lifelessness are but one 
and the same thing Once the Prophet told Jus disciples 
that he would show them something superior even to pray- 
er, fasting and alms-giving and said Edify your hearts 
and shun bad habits The evil of the heart destroys 
the edifice of religion, nay erases it altogether He fur- 
ther said even as a razor shaves ofl the hair so do feuds 
efface religion On another occasion the Piophet said 
lhat there were some who though ncilhci piophets nor 
martyrs were yel an envy even to them When asked 
by the disciples as to who they vveie, he replied that 
they were those who without any blood tie and lor no 
personal gam yet prcserv’cd love among them By God, 
said the Prophet, they weie in the Light whose faces 
shone with divine tcspleiuletiLC on the day of requital, 
they shall have nn icar they arc ihc friends of God 
who shall neither grieve nor fear \ Quranic verse 
says that if two parties aie at war, make peace between 
them Even then if one takes the offensive then resist 
the offender as long as he does not come on the path of 
justice and unite in peace God loves the j'ustice- 
lovlng The love of justice has been termed tem- 
perance and IS also refened to as the cause of blessing 
The party which does not agree to the decision of the 
Muslims as final is dubbed as a lebel and it has no 
claun to the Islamic sym^xithy so long as it does not 
adhere to the just decision of the Muslims This punisn- 
ment is ordained so as to patch up the quarrels among 
the Muslims Islam offers no defence or protection to 
the rebels and the insurgents Islam docs not cm.powci 
any individual, nut representing a body to condemn or 
charge any person To prolecl the rights of the people 
and for the administration of law both the Government 
and the Courts are declared necessary For the preser- 
vation of corporate organisation the personal viewrs of 
the Judge or the Kazi are not taken as the deciding 
factors Anyone w^ho arcuses another Muslim must 
bung four witnesses m whose presence the act was 
done. And if the charge proves false and fraudulent, the 
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(omplainant is tn be given eighty lashes A Muslim is 
thus warned that if he tries to insult the person of his 
tnother-in-faith and undermine his prestige he must in 
leturn foiego his own honour and bear the lashes. 

All the above principles are laid down with the eiu 
pi ess puipose of saving the organisation of corporate 
He fiom di'^integration, and aiding its growth It is 
on the foundations of morality that a nation grows 

DUTIES TO GOD AND DUTIES 
, TO MAN. 

5 

m 

AU piaises to Allah, the merciful and Compassionate, 
and may His choicest blessings be on Muhammad -^'ho 
has been sent as a guide to humanity, making him the 
ideal prophet, an embodiment of the noblest and the 
most cheiished Mrtues 

The Gicat God ■who created the world out of Nothing 
find made arrangements for the upkeep of the animal 
and human kingdoms is desen-mg of all thanks and 
praise from his cieation Men ought to remember Him 
and serte Him with all their heart and soul manifestmg 
the same in their daily actions If one does not admit 
this Truth the every iota of his body condemns him for 
his ungratefulness 

The aim of all the religions is to find God and the 
mission of all the prophets Was to bring man closer to 
God and to awaken him to the duties he owes lo God 
and to man, m this respect the prophets the^elves 
served as models for dieir followers On principles 
of good actions they were all one Through the com- 
plete and the perfect book and through Muhammed did 
Tolatn spread The Prophet re-capitulated the prin- 
ciples that the people had forgotten and breathed 
eternity into them He taught that God is the creator 
of all and as such He alone is worthy of worsh’p and 
what IS prayer but the other name for the highest form 
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of re\eienre Tt is essential for tlie praying- ones that 
they be liuinlile and meek and that love of God suiges 
through and through them All these reverences are 
exclusive for God It is this that is called Tawheed 
.(Unity of God) Islam teaches that none besides God 
has any claim to this reverence and adoration The 
Quian says Pray to God and do not make any his 
partner, le, do not gne obeisance to any one besides 
Him This IS the duly to God -vrho in return has pro- 
mised Paiadise 

Once the Prophet asked Ma’az if he knew what the 
duties of man to God were The disciple leplied that God 
and His IVophet knew them better Tlie Piophct then 
said that man’s duty to God is to uiiplicUly believe in 
the exclusive Unity of God] and pray and seive Him and 
in return he is entitled to His mercy and the peace of 
Paiadise 

Mlu bchcNing this fundamental principle, tlie other 
principles nt Islam easih follow^ Our actions .ire a 
display of the siienglh or weakness of our faith The 
strong Cl the faith, the betlei the actions Kveiy tiec is 
known bv the fruit it ‘beais and the fiuil of Faith and 
Tawheed is good actions By Tawheed is meant the 
belief in the Omnipotent, the Nounsher and the Sub- 
tainer This belief ui His power, gloiy and greatness 
must be exclusive.* and iniphcil One must bclie/c that 
him whom He ii^o'CLtb none can iniuic, whom lie shel- 
ters none can harm One must .ilso believe that He is 
infinite in Ifis power, independent of all. When a man 
believes in these, he begins to be self-confident, tic fol- 
lows the Right path and does his best in all his woiks 
he utilises all his i>owers to the best of his abilities Tie 
is graicful tn his Lord and craves llis mercy and help, 
for, tlic souice of all human strength is in UiMnc hands 
He blesses them with success wdio utilise the gifts of 
Nature and helii Ihemsehcs To rely ou God doe-, not 
mean to vainly hope foi success without cxcition but 
to hope foi success aflei niakuig genutne efforts *mal«ng 
the right use of power and forces granted him. 

Tt must be known that God is the Lord and men but 
Ills servants We have no right to misuse the guts 
given us nor to make others our vslaves Man must 
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know what duties he owes to his fellow-beings and is 
in duty-bound to carry them out The Shdiiat ibounda 
with details of these two duties, duties to God and those 
to man While dealing with morality I have dwelt 
upon the question of duties to men to some extent and 
will do so more in the next sermon But as a passing 
remark I must say that this is the most outstanding 
aspect of religion and to fulfil this, man has to struggle 
hard both against his own self and against Satin All 
selfish desires have to be sunk for its proper performance 
And it is the discharge of this that show^s the real woith 
of man, his genuineness or falsehood In the life ot all 
the Prophets this phase counts for most and it was this 
aspect of their life that served as a criterion foi their 
followers Right thinking and natural tendency are 
required for their attainment 

PURE TAWHEEED. 
d 

All pi aises to Allah, the merciful and Compassionate, 
and may His choicest blessings be on Muliammad who 
has been sent as a guide to humanity, making him the 
ideal prophet, an embodiment of the noblesi and the . 
most cherished virtues 

It lie's been said before that in all sermems Tawheed is 
reiterated and in like manner is reiterated the prophet- 
hood of Muhammad who expounded this principle most 
fully Every Muslim repeats this truth in his daily 
prayers and besides in ‘Kalima * this aftords salistac- 
tion to his soul and strengthens his self The Kahma 
says that there is no God but God and Muhammed is 
His prophet this forms the key-stone of the aich of 
Islam Every Musflim believes that the Creator is the 
sublime, the infinite one and is from the beginning of 
the world when there was nothing but empty space iJc 
is dependent on no forces, temporal' or spintual His 
word is sufficient for the creation of anything He 
first created matter and then infused spirit mto it He 
introduced laws of nature that stand immutable He 
created the law of causation The sun is made of matter 
that keeps burning and the sun in tuin gives warmth to 
the world and shall keep doing so uH the end ot lime. 



( 15 ) 

There is d gradudl e\ olution from the iiiorg'<inic lo the 
\egetable and thence to animal and human loims Our 
body lb thus the highest stage of substances of earth and 
IS dependent for its food on the produce oi the earth 
Everything has the potentiality ul being of some use 
He made our bodies capable ol receiving warmth and 
making use of the same He created the counteraLting 
forces, for instance cold fur warmth Winter in a place 
IS followed b} summer to keep the equilibrium The 
ebb and flow of rivers are governed by Natural laws 
By a deep stud} of the se\cial phenomena we ascertain 
the fact that in Nature theic is a system, a law that 
guides all forces and that there is uniformity There is 
not a factor but has some puipose and all the forces 
work in co operation And this umfoim system, uniquj 
as it IS, cannot have come into existence without 
some supei -human foice at its back The Quran ^ays 
“Can the Creator be ignorant of the actualities of the 
creation ^ He alone created all things ” The implication 
IS that there is no olhei Creator save God, the one, rhe 
thing that is of the creation cannot also be a creator 
God IS almighty, great and glorious lie is the All- 
knowing, the All-Abounding 


He knows all nothing is hidden from him, even the 
infinitesimal dot He is all powerful His power knows 
no bounds He is the Lord of all, the Creatoi, the 
nounsher and also the annihilatoi He is eternal, from 
ever, for evei He knows the limits of men* He gave 
man strength and rationality and ordcUned him to make 
full use of them Man has no nght to say that! he is in 
no way responsible for the results of his actions, Man 
IS in duty bound to see whether he has earned out his 
duties or not and whether he has utilised the forces given 
him or placed at his command He must ponder and 
find out if he has been wrong anywhere Nor can any 
one claim that he is free from cirors What is re- 
quired lb that oue must take caie to avoid them 


The Islamic conception of God and His attnbuLcs is 
most puie and sublime It is pure monotheism Islam 
gives the highest status lo orphans and to ]>rophets. 
Creator and creation are two diflerent concepts* Even 
the highest cfteation cannot be deified. The creation re- 
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in<Lins the creation, &ubsLr\iei-iL to the (neat Cicaloi 
Thib tart is most powerluHy cxi)1ained in I&lam in the 
second part of the Kaiinia Muhammed, with all the 
respect that he deseives and co^^mands, i-^ yet tals^en but 
as a ser\ant ot the Lord, His me&benger Who came to 
show us the light Dnme In the eyes of Islam it is 
action that courts, tor does not Islam preach ctiat he 
alone is the best m the eyes of the Lord from, whom the 
greatest good accrueth The Kalima Shahadut says* 
‘'hear witness that there is none worthy of worship ex^ 
cept God and I bear witness Muhammed is His Prophet 
and se^^ ant ” This is the Muslim conception of God 
and this is the high standard with which he diifeiea- 
tiates between the Creator and the created 


A Muslim does not woiship any but God He de- 
pends on Him and rests upon Him for all his needs and 
requirements He looks to Him foi succour and aid 
A Muslim believes that God is free from all weaknesses, 
IS pure, independent and incomparable All human ex- 
cellences are but His gitts He has ordained that love 
should be the connecting link between Mus.ims, nay 
among fellow-meE The greater the man the more 
must he distribute the milk of human love and sympatliy 
God loves the prophets, the messengers, the saints and 
every Muslim is commanded to pay reverence to those 
noble souls and take them without distinction as divine 
luminaiies, as guides of humanity and follow m tlieir 
footsteps To dishonour them is to insult them No 
leligion save Islam is so enlightened and so broad-based. 
Its scripture lemains intact even aftei thirteen cen- 
tunes, with no change even ot a dot It detaiU at length 
the duties to God and to man It honours the prophets 
and demands reverence It emphasises TawheeJ It 
says “When people '?ay that God has a son, tell them 
that they are doing a great sm Let not the Heavens 
fall upon them for this libel It is an attack on the 
glory of God He is the one, the indivisible, the infinite 
to Him all IS subservient Jesus and Angels and all 
the other prophets are but his servants* the same is 
hue of Muhammed '' This is Tawheed 
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STUDY OF NATURE IN QURAN 

7 

All piaisesto Allah, the merciful and Compas&ionate, 
and may His choicest blessings be on Muhammad who 
has been sent as a guide to humanity, making him the 
ideal prophet, nu embodiment of the noblest and llie 
most cheiisi ed virtues. 

Everj particle of sand and every drop o£ watei 
bespeaks the Glory of God liut let us also prove 
that we aie men and let us smvc> tlie 

umverse Let us praise the Loid, under- 
stand His laws and follow them Let us try to 

understand how the unlettered savioui of Arabia, 

nay of the worla, taught the illiterate folk the 
philosot'hy of Islam before which the philosophy of 
ihc great doctors and philosophers poled into 
insigmliLJiice 

Foi long did the scholars sit iii vain at the 

feet of Plato and Aristotle to search for the simple 
and the light path It was the Quran, tliat for the 
first tune, laid bare the natural principles of the use of 
reason It placed before man the open book ol 
Nature and required the study of die same For so 
long rea'iin was enmeshed in thooietical hatr-splits 
and in dogmatical probabilities Theie was un> 
questioned obedience to ajthont} and blind follow- 
ing Tl’C heart and the mind were indulged in 

petty things There were eyes and ear* l>ut blind 
and deaf to fact and truth There was religion 

but it was tossed with the w hinis and fancies of 
the religious leadeis, reliqimi was ]>aw'iicd fm 

pet sona? ends 

The great doctors ami pliilnsujihci^ have stresscti 
the study of Nature made dictums, principles and 
laws They defined things and set their limits but 
all these ended up in the etieal feuds The thing = 
which people began to lake as highly lational 
proved the worst canker To add to this theie grew 
up a section that bi^n to analhcmise reason, asseit 
iiig that religion and reason were two irreconcilable 


0 
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loiccjits It hdi)])ened so because the people Mfent 
libtraj Ironi the natuial path of taking lessons from 
the iioik of Natuie To-day the -world is once 
again lu quest of the same path The old method 
^»f teaching is being _ nullified The Deductn c 

method is being leplaced b> the Indiicti-ve and 
an il\ tical study is being encouraged all over Tlle^ 
ire ti-vi''g to take facts bv factors ife by taking 
all the ciini]>onLnt factors bit by bit Instead Oi 
L'uiclading results tmm given axioms and dictum' 
they now start with individual cases and by a studj 
lit them .nakie general principles Research occupies 
the foremost place in the world of education to-da\ 
From this it is evident that every mdiindual is 
iOquued to keep busy m obseivation and studj 
keeping his 'brain alwais occupied and thus wasting 
no part of his time 

In the teaching ot botany, zoology, geology and 
sundry othei sciences such methods are being 
adopted as to help the students to studj them not 
from their prescribed books but from observation 
and by direct method of studying 

The souice nt the modem method of teaching 
(the direct and anilytical method) is the Islamic 
teaching The Teach ei of Islam taught the peoplc 
tio prescribed hook, vet gave to Governments an 
excellent cn-ie of .idministration and to the world 
the highest principles of equity mid justice He 
taught tl e distinction between good and bad, nght 
and wrong, legal and illegal, truth and falsehood. 
Read the Quian from- cover to cover and you -will not find 
a single p.irt nay not ei en a page wherem you 
shall not find lessons on the iUniverse 

The Quran says that your hearts have become 
harder th.in stone From many a stone streams 
spring foitli water lushes forth from many of them 
as tlicv burst There are othei s that shudder before 
the Glory of God and fall In. one place it says 
tliat tliere jS not an iota but praises the greatness 
of its Creator, but nh, men you do not understand 
their language, not hear their voice And another 
verse s'>ys Don’t you set that the Heaven and the 
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Eaith and all that is in these, and the suii, the moon the 
stars, the mountains, the trees all make obeisance to 
iheir Lord (reference is to their subjection to the 
laws of Nature) At another place it says Don’t 
you see that ?11 that is in the Heaven and the Earth 
sing praise to the Loid In yet another place it savs 
that in the creation of the Heaven and the Eartl 
there are signs for the thinking ones le there are 
Vssons for the thinking mind in the creation these 
are they who remember God sitting and standing, 
they ponder and piobe into the m>stenes of nature 
and they say unto the Lord that thou art pine an I 
thou not uecsted these but with some purpose 


Mention is made of sea voyages and of the 
ii^'eat Denefits that result therefrom \t another 
place man’s attention has been drawn to the stiulv 
of zoology It deals wuth its various calegoiics, 

iheir t‘*elings their services In one place th" 
Ouran sa>s there arc lessons for you even in the 
quadrupeds pause and ponder how they give you 
milk from their own food and blond Ponder over 
the gifts of dates, grapes and other frails vuu use 
them as eatables and make best wines from them, 
in all these thiere are signs and lessons foi those 

individuals and nations that think At an- 

other place it IS recoroed that God has made a 
natural tendenev m the bees that they should make 
their hives trees and loofs and store the 
juice that they have sucked from different flowers 
Zj'd fiiitl« ponder and see for yourself what i 

siveer and the health-giving j(uicc (honey) it gives In 
nil this th-ere are signs for the thinking ones fn 
one place it speaks of ants and refers to Ihtu ftcnsc 
of feeling, their activity and tlicir prcp<iralion foi *i 
lainy dav" One ant goes itaind as does a com 

mandmg geneial ind wMrns lU fellow -Lreialnies r 
keep themselves on the alert lest Sulaiman’s army 
may march upon them unawares At another place 
w** have the incident of a bird addressing Sulai 
man it said that it had come from Saha with news 
fiom him of which the latter had no knowledge 

-ind it then related the new^s Whiether thcoc atf‘ 
facts or mere parables we do not prove or disprove 

but the fact remains that these provide tis with 
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immense material to think about and infer results 
for our a\\n good What is meant by saying- that 
the fauna and flora all make obeisance to the Lord 
IS that thfv are all subject to the laws ot Nature, 
which are immutable When the Universe is so well 
organised ho\^ remarkable then must the Creator be 
he deserves all praise From the abo\e we learn 
that we ^ave materials to help us both in the spiri- 
tual and temporal spheic in the wide book of Nature to 
take lessons from them is the task of mf’n 

A BIRD'S EYE VIEW OF THE 
MIRACLES OF THE QURAN 

' 8 

All praises to Allah, the merciful and Compassionate, 
and may His choicest blessings be on Muhamm<id who 
has been sent as a guide to humanity, making him tne 
ideal prophet, on embodiment of the noblest and the 
most cherished viitues 

Read the Quran carefully this is the only book 
that has remained intact from the time of its revelation 
to the present day The Muslims have preseiveJ it in 
their hearts millions of Hahz know it by tieai" Its 
purity has thus been maintained both by tongue and 
pen and this unique pnvilege no other book enjoys In 
the Quran amongst other prophecies there is one also 
about the preservation of the book and as the oiher pio 
phecies came true likewise the one relating to tne Quran 
For 1300 years we read about its purity m the Quran in 
most unequnocal terms which do not peimit of false 
interpretation It claims punty of text for all ages 
It is no human task to make such claims for Uie future 
and that in such certain terms The Quran asserts. 
Surely we revealed the Quran and surely we are its 
Preserver and Protector 

It IS a strange phenomena that many an Arab anl 
non Arab took a liking to the study of the Quran by 
heart almost at the same time and as a result thousands 
of Hahz grew up The Muslim children who know 
the Quran have a right to check even the erudite scholars 
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when they mat e a mistake The Quran is thus 
1\ safe from the accretions of time and place and snail 
remain so it is for all climes and countries 

What a strange claim and how marvellouslv « has 
been realised The Quian deals with the causes and 
philosophy of the use and fall of nations, it deals at 
length with the piinciplcs of civilization, of politics and 
corporate life The learned and the illiterate, the philo- 
sophers and others have been benefited by it according 
to their own capacity, and shall continue to do so in 
future No one can take pride in their having ex 
hausted the whole sea of weaUh that the Quran offers 
The Quran deals with even the most complex of pro 
blems it answers the subtle causes of the (nonth and 
decay of nations It tells you about the hidden trea- 
sures of earth, demands their cxploraUon, cxoloitation 
and utilisation it draws your attention to the study of 
nature It speaks of men’s immense potentialities and 
ordains then rightful use These arc but living miracles 
of the Book 

The more the world progresses the more human 
knowledge expands, the more the circle of inventions 
and discoveries enlarges, the more shall the miracle of 
the Quran shine forth And those who believe in re- 
vealed books will have to finally admit that of all the 
revealed 'hooks the Quran which stands the acid test of 
reason and experience stands head and shoulder above 
the rest The real need of the people is to study it dis- 
passionately and with understanding and then adopt it 
as the only reasonable and workable plan of life this 
IS the only perfect plan devised by the Creator for TTis 
creation Its leaching is a mine of knowledge, a four 
tain of tiuth and the ver\ foundations of civilization 
The uMsnn is that IIS' soince is that Being that has 
created all from nothing and knows the Alpha and the 
Om^a of all The Oiirati asks Can the Cieator be 
unaware (of the reality)? 

After this, study the life of Prophet Muha»iiniwi 
ponder over his marked excellences and over their source 
It IS a fact that he did not learn at the feet of any 
schoolteacher, not to talk of being educated in an 
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aLademy He was not brouglit up in any civi^^ed, 
cultured or refined surroundings or society He never 
took lessons in political or social principles from any 
one All this was impossible for him because at that 
time neither was there any such healthy institution noi 
erudite person who could have tutored him in the in 
comparable teachings which he tauglit to the world. 
His teachings turned a new leaf in the historj^ ot the 
world The people who were but loosely cornecled 
groups of isolated tribes were united into a fraternity 
whidi was soon to subdue the mighty potentates and 
become masters of unchartered regions 

They who occupied high status for their abilit) 
bowed their head before the exalted teachings of tin's 
noble soul With all their boast they could not produce 
a single verse to the tune of the Quranic veise The 
stiff-necked and proud nation of the Aiabs at last rallied 
round the banner of this orphan, apparently without 
friends or supporters Was all this the result ot sdt- 
exertion only ^ God forbid, if Muhammed was not a 
Prophet or the Quran not the word of God, or if he 
had been tutored by some (as some hostile enttes wilfully 
allege^ would it have been possible, for him to ouig the 
whole nation tO his knees The nation that pnded 
itself in its high-thinking and poetry and conaideied the 
the whole world dumb before it, lay dumb befoie the 
eloquence, logic and sublimity of the Quran '\ijcI then 
very acceptance turning them into a changed people is 
such a miracle that any thinking person, in demand to 
justice and reason Would accept it without hesitatior 
as the best code of life 

' As the Quidn — the perfect code — is miracle a^s 
judged by its marvellous teachings, in the like mannci 
Its language is unique It is sweet of flo^ and aublime 
of thought The words though simple are brimful ol 
significance The deepei you deh e the wider it g^o^^ s 

Every diver gathers pearls according to his capa 
city, the deeper he goes the more he gets But one 
must learn to dive if he is anxious to gathei jewels 
from the, sea of knowledge and to this end he may do 
best by taking lessons from the Muslims of the early 
decades T^e source of the success of the early 
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Muslims was their nght giasp of the true teachings of 
ihe Quran 

Tlie Oman savs that if >ou doubt the guidn to be 
AA nr<l& of God then 'bung a sura to match wuh any siiia 
Ironi the Ouun tall your supporters to aid >ou in 
ihis if \ou aie sincere It tuithei savs bung even one 
single ^ erse (lo nialch with those of the Qurau; and it 
piocLtds saving that cn il iheyi do nut accept Ihib olLei 
know lh»iL the\ aic slaves ot self, (obstinate) iind that 
Piulh is nr)t then coiuein Who else will be more 
misguided than tlie\ who worship then cia mgs and 
htive no hcavMilv piool foi then bcditts > With all then 
opjtosiLion the \iabs w'vie \tl deepl} iLtrictul and 
tascinated b\ the magnetism of the Quran Many ot 
the \vorsl opponents became Muslim by listening to the 
Quiau The hislni v of Islam abounds m numerous 
examples that many enemies ol the Piophct came to 
him with vengeance but allei hearing a few ■ver'^es fiom 
the (Juian Ihcv becamr ardent devotees of the Piophet 
Some sLaumh enemies lefuscd to listen to the Oman for 
fear that the> might be converted This is yet a miracle 
ot the Quran that the sweetness which is found in it is 
not found in any other Arabic writing, nay no< even 
m the Hadis, nor m any translation of the Quran, A 
verse in the Quian says we have revealed this book as a 
blessing to you lollow it and become temperate and 
good so that Mcicy be on >ou Even to-day the Quran 
has the same beauty, the same fascination It is our 
duty to lead it, uunderstand it and enlighten the world 
wnth it 

OURAN AND CIVILIZATION. 

9 

Vll piai&esto Ml ah, the merciful and Cumpa<^Monate, 
and mav Ills Lhoicest Ijlussingb he on Muhammad who 
has hetn seiit os a guide to humanity, making' him the 
iJeal prophet, ..n embodimemt of the noblest and the 
most cherished Mrtues 

All praises to the Lord and blessings to the Pro 
phets 1 Ttieie are many people In this 
wi'rid -ftho arc ungrateful, conscicmsly or otherwise. 
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The health}^ forgets hi'* sicknesb the nch his poverty, 
the tyrant his cruelty, the Jebtoi his needs Man is noi 
mciely ungrateful to those without whom he would not 
have been what ht is but even neglects and discards 
them It IS with reteience to tiji*^ that in one place tht 
Quran says, surel} man is an ungrateful being He 
often throws a "veil on Tiuth Vhe must ungratctul is 
he who IS iingratetul tu liis Cieatoi, even toi the use of 
the free gifts of Nature which man has used since time 
immemorial 

Thcie are two w’ays ul show'iiig giatitude 
First to ha\ e a sense of obligation and gratitude at heart 
and then expiess them not onl}’ by woid of mouth but 
in one^s actions The hrst piinciple then is Faith and 
the second Vction ii is necessaiy that we should 
tallow the path hud uul for us b\ God and n-jt allow 
nur pett\ thoughts Lu inteiferc in the same, for doing so 
would he like a patient giving preference to his own 
whims ratliei than following the doctors’ suggestions 
and this is an act of ingratitude He who is ungrateful 
to his Lord can be ungrateful in all hi© acts 

The piayeis to the Loid, and the obedience to His 
laws make all phases ot man shine with the light of 
truth and fidelity and makes of him an honest mjn who 
keeps hib words, honours his pledge, is good of action 
and straightforwai d in a'd his dealings, m shoit he is 
made the emblem ol goodness and the paiagon of 
morality This alone is the purpose of religion to which 
end all the Piophets exerted themselves No one can 
deny this great blessing of religion 

From the beginning ot the world leligion has played 
a most significant role in the political and social giowth 
of nations it has laigely influenced all aspects of their 
corporate life The influence ot religion on individuals 
was to have its effect on the communities and ibc na- 
tions These influeiicLb in vaiicd forms became paM 
and parcel of the characteiistics of the ^anous nations 
and passed fiom one generation to anothei as heicditary 
qualities Thus when civilization giew under the in- 
fluence of religion it is an act of sheer iiigiarilude lo say 
that no branch of civilization has anything to do With 
religion Those who are enmeshed in the wiong notion 
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iJidl iCLimun ^\\d jjolilics aiL lacompatiblc concepts are 
grossly in the wioiii* li\en if they who prepaie codes 
ul law iui ihc pulih' >1 anil sfirial wcll-hciiig of nations 
aie not cthtLaicd m ichgion, \ct they aic eertauily m- 
Jluenced b\ then heicclita'y qualities A^ain, man is 
also gieatl\ influenced by his suiioundings Even 
though he ma' nnt leei ii yet he cannot evade its influ- 
ence In shoil A hatc\ci changes take place in this 
woikl lhc\ L.in 1 )L iiindamcnlally liaced back to leligion* 
The diilcitiuc liLs 111 human tendencies and intelligence, 
whciein iclij^inn has simn the seed of refoim In some 
the seed gujus in its actual Imin and brings forth 
gold ics.ll! Otheis intinrliKe leimins and changes into 
It 2\nd sonic ntheis who neilhci ha\c the initiative 
noi the LtipiLilv ol dcvelnping tiling? aic roiitciit with 
copying olheis 

Those in the fust calegoiy aic they to whom reli- 
gion IS ImsicnllN sidlicicnt fui all icquircmeiits they 
agiec In ihan"e‘» on iniiior details in Lousideiation of the 
spCLicd LiiciunstaiULs ol tunc and pliice Those in the 
seL'uii^ qKiLip igiime the blc'^sings, the benefits and fa- 
mui' ni icliguin They disLonnect cverylhuig from le- 
ligion "I hey bclie\e that the human mind can devise 
healthy principles ior coipoiale life witaout any aid ot 
icligion Those in the llitid ralce<'i>/ follow icligion 
an I aic simpUlons but citlui be uisa lhc\ do not have 
the ca]«acit} to larticipate in intcllcclu d acliicx enicnls 
or they do not du it, they do not as a result derive the 
full benefit ot leligion The only good that comes out 
of this gioup IS that the leligious unity is not btoken 
up, but the loss that icsults from it out-weights the 
little benefit derived Tointing at tliose who belong to 
this section those who aic opposed to religion trumpet 
the fact that if i clip, ion had any dealing with politics 
or unpuiatc life then these would icitainly paitinpate 
in those allairs llun voi\ separation is an e/ident 
pioof of the iact that leligion lias no connector with 
reason and with the uLtuilies guided by it In the 
second plate the minds of tins gioup ot icligmu". people 
get rusty* being unused to mental activity the mind 
becomes t omplctcl^^ unable to understand any political 
01 mental pioblcm In their corpoiatc life they weaken 
thCii capacity to struggle in the rare of existence They 
defend leligion but unloitunalcly do more harm than 

4 
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good Thus religion i£> sepal aled from the spheie of 
cnilization but the truth is that what leligioi has 
achieied through its spiritual powei the great lefoimers 
failed to achieie in centuries and to the extent they suc- 
ceeded thev did so only in imitating the icaciungs ol 
religion disguised undei ditterent names and foims 

The gieat blessing that Islam conf cried up an the 
world IS ti-at it threw light on the various pha'ics oi 
ciiilization and proved to the world that iciigiou alone 
IS the true standard bearer ot culture and civilization. 
Religion had become adulterated and its miiioi had be- 
come so dim that humanity’s full picture could noi be 
seen there The Quran came and ga/e the wnild ihe 
lequiied mirror 

Man must lead the lite in tunc with the highest 
cieation but this is impossible unless he has before him 
a workable plan This workable plan is Quiuti In the 
previous sermon enough light has been thrown on cons- 
trucUve and corpoiate life The Quran made the first 
appeal to reason and ordained its emplo}mient It en- 
courages the study ot Nature It likenes the ignor.iut 
to die quadrupeds It e\en speaks ot an organisation in 
the life of ants Man who is the highest foim of creation 
must lead a life higher than the animals It speaks of 
kingdoms as gifts of God for those who follow the right 
path — ^m other words who deserve it, who ne ready to 
put up a stem fight in the struggle for existence, whose 
heai'-s Ihrob with feeling, with courage, with the spirit 
to serie and sacrifice The Quran did not separate 
politics or any other branch of corporate life trom re- 
ligion It declares Islam and cn ilization to, be synony- 
mous aiid urges the Muslims to be cultured and cn ilized 

EAST AND WEST 

10 

All places to Allah, the merciful and Conijiassionate, 
and may IJis choicest blessings be on Muhammad who 
has been sent as a guide to humanity, making him the 
ideal prophet, an embodiment of the noblest and the 
most clieiished vntues. 
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There is a veise in the Quran which says that 
both East and West is God’s, wheresoever you may 
turn you will find the kingdom of God and the m.irks 
of His gietitness Whether we believe in the rotation 
of the earth or in the rising and setting oi the sun in 
both the cases we find that the sun rises fiom 
the Fast and in e\ery part of the eaith at a certain 
time leaches the zenith and then it descends towards 
the West this the fall of the sun At the place ^here 
the sun was spreading forth its health and life-giving 
ra>b now^ becomes en\ eloped in the daikness of deadly 
night Eveiything seems dull, nay dead E^ery pail o\ 
the erirth expeiiences the rising and the setting ot tee 
sun at some time or other in twenty-fom houi- 
Again, the place w'here darkness had spread its veil is 
oiu.e more animated by the vivif>ing lays of the sun 
This exchange of liirht and darkness, of lite and death 
has been going on since time immemorial and ''hall 
go o.n till who knows when 

The Quran sa\s that in the night theie is lesson 
for the people hov^ do we take <iwa\ light iiom them 
and put them in darkness^ This is the law made by 
the all-knowing God At another place it is recoidecl 
that do you find any difference and irregularity in 
Nature’s system Look ““round and see if >ou can find 
any fault do it repeatedly and your eyes shall turn 
back in shame xe, even the very idea of finding fault 
in Nature’s system is insulting modesty 

This fact is CACii more clear than the sun itselr 
that that part of the earth called East enjoys in 
history a suiienor plade than West m culturte and 
spiritual Rieatiies*. When the East was at the 
pinnacle of cnilizalion the West wat, submeiged it* 
litter darkness savagery and barbanMn were its dis- 
tipctnc featuies The sun of civilization, who>-e 
movement-, spread over years and whose days .ind 
nights extend o\ei decades, was then shining forth in 
the East m all its bnlliance At that time lUst was East 
in its real sense The Prophets were born here, and 
it Is from here that the seed of civilization blossomed 
forth The East offered the cradle to Prophet Adam 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and others whom the 
Easterners hail as Prophet Muhammand, the last of 
all Prophets also shone forth from the Eastern horizon 



( 28 ‘) 

The rise of Uie Prophets and the rcfoimeis in the 
East bespeaks its thnst for guidance at the same 
time It Dears le'^l'mcny tu the capacity ot 
East and to its I'eing moic leadv and iipe 
for reforms Aio seed can gei inmate in a baiicn 
soil m such a ‘■oil the tiee ot reform cannot blossom 
and bring toitti Iruit Islam iCMced the histoiy and 
the ancient ciiltuie ot the Last and it intioduccd a 
ciMhzation uaparallcled in its nature Islamic cim- 
lization answeis both the spiritual and the physical 
needs of man It influence was not circtimscnbed 
to the East alone it united the East and the West, 
nay Islam and those nations that accepted its piincqilc 
acted as the uniting link between the nations of the 
past and those of the future Tu slioil, Islam and P’e 
Muslims during their palmy dajs wcic the sole toich- 
bearers of civilization and culture The echo of then 
mumfleente w'as being sounded both in the East aud 
the West The West too bow’cel betoie it foi light 

and learning II the West has got ‘'piriUial guidance 
from Jesus, he ioo was an Easternei Islam counts 
him as one of the illustrious piophets of the Israelites 
A Hadis says that all Piophets aie lirotheis, the prin- 
ciple of all IS the same the diltcience lies in the 
means and the method Ecer}'- pieccchng Prophet 
foretold the coming of his su,ccessoi and prepared 
the giound for him Their pin pose was not to divide 
humanity into gioups and paities It is because of 
this that Islam oidains respect for all the Piophets 
and demands belief in the Prnphelhood of all tho'se 
whose Prophethoocl is pro\ecl by the Quran No one 
can be a Muslim, in the true sense of the Icim, unless 
one has faith m .11 the Prophets 

The Dusk ot the East — 

Once 111 eieiy twenty-four hours e\eiy part of the 
earth eTcpeuences light and daikness In the iiKe 
manner the sun of foiliine otters (in centuries) the 
sjime experience to nations It lose fiom Uie Eastern 
hoitz’in and shed its brilliant lustre for thousands of 
years Ther giadually it began to descend towards 
the West Where there was day now night began In 
set in and where tnere was night, day appeared The 
Quran says we intei change the days (of fortune) 
among the peoples and nations To-day the woild is 
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surpnsecl at the wonders ot the West The Ea^^t 
that piided m its being the East and gloiied m its 
tutoiship oi t'lc West IS now ax dent to see things in 
Western lights, tiiiough Wesiein spectacles and by 
Western ejes as if ofler the dawn of the sun of fortune 
xn the West a \eii has been put o\er all its w’^eaknesses 
and defects E\er\'’ sm of then’s has begun to be 
leckoiied as an ait 

In fcict xt IS mere idealism to call one part of the 
earth East and the other W^’est Eiery part of the 
eaith IS both East and West When the sun rises 
tlicxe it IS called East and w^hen it crosses the ssnii- 
cucle and dis'ini>eais in the Western horizon the «ame 
place IS teimed West 

ccording to modern im estigations our earth is 
bent towards the East as if West is every moment 
anxious to become Fast Even in these advanced 
davs of im estigations and rcseaiches the world stands 
divided on the basis of ceitain traits and characteris- 
tics right 01 wrong it has come into vogue 

The Dawn of the East — 

Taking the above into consideration it is not 
wrong to say that as mice in every tw^enty-four hours 
every part of the West bow’^s to the East in the like man- 
ner tlie sun of fortune has travelled the whole of the 
Western hemisphere and has almost i cached the 
Eastern hen/on In the West the signs of decay 
aie becoming ovidenl The day is followed by night 
and the night by day The daik clouds in the 
Eastern sky are getting cleared The plan of the West 
w^as prepare! on the basis of Islamic cultme Now 
all those scc ttored gems have been gathered by the 
East The ha'^t is now' busy piepaiing its working- 
plan on the La'^is of these gathered gems and on its 
past expeneiKc and this will prove supenor ten that of 
rte West m aV lespects, for History is a great teacher 
The produ workmg-plan of the East is religion and 
ethics. And now when to. it will be added the work- 
ing-plan of the West it will multiply its usefulness The 
West will have to have its head before the East for 
it IS the law of Nature that the former should bow 
before the 'after, 
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HUMAN EXCELLENCE. 


11 


All praises to Allah, the merciful and Compassioralc. 
and ma> HiS choicest blessings be oni Muhammad who 
has been sent as a guide to humanity, makuig him the 
ideal piophet, 0.1 embodiment of the noblesi and the 
mest chciishea Mitues 

Allah is One, mcompaialile Divine «ik 1 Muhammed 
die ideal dtnruig laen In their respective «iges the Pio- 
phets w‘u' iiiodeis of perfection Their excellences aie 
yet sill iMiig, nay, because of their services and 
sauifces, thej have won a high place in the Divme 
eyes I’lophet Muhammed, though he rame as the last 
of all I rophets, yet in virtue and excelllencc. he surpassed 
his oi&iuisors, and as such occupies the highest place 
111 Diunc suiitiny Henc^ without following m his 
fcotstc] s ro ene can attain perfection It is by follow- 
ing his footprints according to one’s own capacity that 
one can attain the highest height Frophethood has 
seen its comnlelion andl all those who would mould 
Uiemsehes attei the model of the last Prophet would 
get clusei and iie«rer to him 


The first lequiiement of Faith is such a complete 
belief in the Piomise of God that one's actions 
shou’ii bear testimony to it Flaws m action betray 
lack of faith Piaycr is a sublime form of acli.a 
and tiue prater is belief in the Unity of Grod and sub- 
mission to the Dninc Wisdom Whatever the command 
be it must direct one towards the edification of 
soul 01 towaids better rdlations among fellow-men. It 
must be made cxplu'itly known that God does not stand 
in need of our prayers and piaises Our good actions 
tend only to perfect us As a bairen land is reclaimed 
through manures and fertilisers in like manner, the Pro- 
phets of sundry climes redlaimed the human mind bj 
olfeilng themselves as moulds for tiie people to cast 
thmsclves in. Humanity can never ignoie the Lenefats 
conferred upon it by the Prophets who taught man to 
distinguish bciv'cen good and bad, truth aivl fals<^od. 
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'I'hosD who Iielie\e in the existence nid attiibutes n 
God -ind ill His I’romise and in llie icsuiieftion .'le oi 
<-h» F.ithfal Those who obey the comm indments ot 
God and cioid that which is forbwlden are mo Hishteoir, 
ones thev aie ex en hailed as ‘Wa’li’ an|(l ‘W ill’ means a 
fiiend, a ioxed one Gojdi speaks of Himself and ot Fio 
phet Muhaiumed as the ‘Wall’ of the Faithful He 
Inxtb the I'ttithtiil i nes and there is recipiocal friendship* 

No one Lc'ii 1 ri'iine 1 liieiid ot the land unless he ado]its 

the means requned theieui le, chooses to do things 
liked b\ the Loid 'I'he Oman and the Hadis abouiu. 
in things the Loid likes And these things ue not of 
the lategorx ot ‘beliefs’ but action The Projihet him* 
self cted upen those and so did his idisciji'cs and sc 
also the iighleous ones of aUl times Some of ihcm aic 
eas} whereas others aie difficult The test of strong 
filth IS the leioi Illation of the heail, the spnit of sacii- 
face lor Tiuth and of iiinnmg the nsk of life and riches 
m defence of th’ Right He in whom thcac aie fcuivl, 
IS the best ainuiig tlie Faithful And he who takes Inm- 
seh for the servant of the peop’e and even beats loss for 
tlie good of othcis is the greatest among men There 
are those who suffer for others an|dl there aie olners who 
don’t Me with otheis even in doing good and arc inlit- 
ferenl about others their ownselves are then chief con- 
cern <*xen though they may do some good to otheis 
while achieving their own ends And when it romcs to 
comparing the good, between the two they give pie- 
ference to Lh'-ii ownselves Those belonging lo this 
categorv a^e of the ordinary tjpe There is the third 
txpc also who hardly deseixes the appellation ‘Man’ In 
this class are those who tor their little good dare not 
hesitate to liuit and harm others They are a dangei 
to the peison and pniperty of others, and whcthei tliey 
are ciude or civilized makes no difference If through 
legal or theological coniunng one aims at usurping the 
rights it IS gloss injustice to call him a Muslim A 
Muslim IS one ftom wftose hand and tongue men arc 
safe,, a vile ciiPc can in no way be a Muslim The 
Quian sa>& that wliosoexer unjuslR accuses the Faith- 
ful IS doing an open sin and is blamable The Hadis 
says Beware, don’t distrust, don’t caip and cavil, 
don’t tiy to probe into the secret of others, keep safa 
fiom a’l evil Muslims aie brothers A Mualim is 
oidaine<l to avoid cruelty and dcs])ising others To 
snper at i brother Muslim is to insult one’s Islam A 
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Muslim is omiuanJed io safeguaid anti inolcct the 
things of hio hiolliei as Ins own and is foibiddan to 
inflict mjuiy on the leison, incstigc and proiieity of the 
othei 

Arcoidiiig to one Hadis a Miisfiui must not Keep 
aloof from ill fe'chng from fcis biothci Muslim ioi 
moie them three d^^s at a maximum He must meet 
him and e^en take the Head in gieeting the other Jt the 
other leplies both aie blessed and it he dioesn't the sin 
lies widi him 

One Hadis lettuls that the bdLk-bilcis shall not 
enter Piiradi^c \iLOiding to another Hadis Mlah sa^s 
that he who insubs My friend wages wai against Me 
On .mother CLtas^on the pK'phct said that he who <*x- 
pose-^ the weaknesses ol nthcis gets his own 
weaknesses exposed b\ Hod It fuu’uT 

recoided in the Hadis that wliosoexci rellC^ es a 
Muslims ot his liouMe^ God ichcves him ot Ins Irnuiiles 
and he w'ho coacis the fau'lts ol his biethien God a eils 
his faults both here end in the heieafler 

Acer 1 ding 1o itne Hadis it a Muslim peeps into 
the house of aimtlier person and if the owner of the 
hcU'C gouges nut ins eves he is not to be blamed 
anorher pUcc the fladis says if a person is an ea\cs- 
dropper, warm lead will be pouied into his ear* on 
the Daj of Judgment 

One Hadis saAs that God blesses them that are 
kind It Siiys Pe kind to the people on eaith, inu 
Vlldh shall be kmd to you in HeaA»^en 

THE CAUSES OF DECAY THE 

REMEDY 

12 

All praise« to Allah, the mercitul and C( mjias- 
simalc, and may Ills choicest blessings be on ^^uhalll- 
mad who has been sent g'* ‘t guide to humanity, making 
him thc-nleal prophet, an embodiment of the noblest 
and the most cherished virtues 


ImmoitalitA is exclusn ely Allah’s all others 
aie mortals The evolutions and i ca olutioiis that 
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sec aruund us point to tlie Let that the cieation is not 
eternal Rme and fall healtn ?nd sickness, joys and 
soru'A^s, life (Rdih aie all a sciies of rev'olutiou'^ 
n^irl accidents u wc^i-»u.^ cJl^cs to dclinc th'-ii 
limits IS impossible Man, hoACACi learned ti ul 
advanicd ma}- be, ]'?s hiS own limits and it is becLU''- 
of this SQ oftei*' man tails to achie\e what he think'^ 
he can Niluie lidi, not ie\caled to man liis e\drt 
umitatioiis so thed he -iiii^ht keep on atteniptin^^ foi 
higher ends and so long- the world exists man sh dl 
continue to play »'js part in the oisanisalion of *-his 
'niOe-unuerse 


Nations have been subjected to use and decline 
irom time immemoiial Ii\cn though \vl have no 
authentiL. dCu.ont oi the pre-hiilonc times yet there 
aie instances ir numerable to show vv^heio the nations 
have been oscillating between these two cxti ernes The 
(Juidn abounds vuLh examples ot manj ancient nations 
It dnvs oui attention to tlie cai sc of Ihcii giowtli ami 
decay It spCuiks ot mKc'Uni . iU’d fi'^ks us to pcndci 
c\cr the mamus aliens oi Cmd and nLo over tiv' 
legacy of nations ot ycic and to wulopi i ^kl•)lkable phn 
for ouisilvcs Is'am has confeiicrl a gicat blessm'^ 
on the research stlinlars by making leteiences to the 
causes of the use and fall of nations 

' . 

As the Iiitnian cnilizatiou gicw up b> stage so 
'ilso the human intelligence so that iL now not only 
pondcis tivci the cause and elfcets of inudcnts but 
also undei stands tliem 

The teachings of pic-Islainii teligunis have been 
‘blind following and unquestifuicd obedience to autho- 
rity » To use reason was a sui The acts of God wcie 
legarJed as indcj eiidcnt of law and uni elated lo 
causes to indulge in such ducu-isni^ was logaided as 
an insult to the gicatncss of the I-oul In a iJic\ious 
sermo-i, 1 ha\c that the gtcaliiLss of the Lrul 

demands that l^Ol} thing in the ^voiRl is sv'^tcnnlR 
and bound up by a law ami that the wot Id is a well 
regulated organisation The decay oi giowlli il 
ar> one factoi is due to its ol^'^cuame or non obseu- 
aiiLe of these law'i Islam dcclaied the woik ol (bul 
tn be sjstcmatic and it makes this th* seiy basis uL the 
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greatness rl the Loirl Mam pcnple ha> e inisi itci- 
preted the meaning ol '‘v^hat Gorl wills He dnc'.'* is 
minhirj? Ihr artinns of God tr* he tntalh uin elated tf 
fLin cause This has created miuh misundei standing 
111 ichginn the cxisltnce of Gnd l»eg<in to be nttailxcd 
tiitilc ard TTe nas been attributed with ciuelt\ at 
LCitain times and v itli weakness at otlieis 

'When [‘lam nic-dc a nation in whose \cinb lan 
the Mood oi Vbirhain the masters ni the destinx ot the 
woilil and befoie whom now Ia\ the wealth nt Cacsi' 
and Khusioes it leacted ad'ieiscU on tlwise lehgious 
leaders who had icgauled then iclignm as the onl> 
true one and themseUes the line inheritors of the 
kin§aomb of the Ileroeiis and ot Ihc eaith The\ weie 
iLidi^nain- as to nL^" an unknown and (according to 
tliem) misguided people, weie made Mctonous o\er tlm 
f hr sen ones There was a lull in nil reh:»ious crathei- 
iiigs Minds that weie not u'^ed to reason were at a 
loss to imderstand the giowth and n^e of the Muslim*- 

The] began to revile the faith and the founder of 
Islam itself But the brilliance of the ladiant lustc“ 
of the peisonalit> rf the Prophet ilispellcd all darknes 
A wa\e set ui among the membcis of this motionless 
mdSb rf the sri-cal'ed religious people \niong them 
grew up latiimahsls who began to question authoidv 
and lanl bare the threads r^f dogmatism The 

icsiMt V as the Rcnai'-sance and the Rctormatioii People 
became enriched by the use of reason and true 
knowledge The ban on ica^on was reino\ed 

and ueople began to bicathe iji the light of reason 
Blind ‘‘ollnwung became a dead thing Those w^ho 
legaicled tbemsehes as the key-hoUleis Hca^en and 
Hell had their \eil Ictallv rent asunder and the 
actualities exposed in all their banenucss It now 
became clear that God is neither cruel nor weak bvt 
acts jr a dchmte ba^'is An\ individual or nation — 
seemingl.v Muslim or non-Muslun or apparently 

iMithful *01 Unfaithful— gets the rewaid of its actions 
on the right lines according to its own ability anl 
capacity i£ it ncsieits, it bears the brunt right now 
and heie 

Ihcic aie many dnisions of oin lite and each one 
has its \vn mginisalion under which it giow^s ami 
de\elops Unless all the portions arc w'orked pro- 
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peil\ the '‘Uf'LC^s ol ihe whole ib well aigh mipni^ailjle 
If till} pait IS iniu^ed it has its leaction on the ctiiei 
Ihc gcims ol a contagious disease spieads 
lioni urc jicitl to another and from one disease 1 ‘ 
anothei The same is true of mental .ind soLial disea- 
ses it weakens the lehgious and social sohdaiitv The 
nation winch has md the control ul its own education, 
the nation which de^ oid ol .uLs and industries 
and wL.ilth t"nd Jeslitutc ol pell and powei, the 

naliMH ’ll hose heait is empl\ t)[ l.nge-heaitLdness lud 
lilt siJiril 0* '-ci< iiliLC, the nation uhich is wont lo 

w I I shii)pini» w eallli is lond ol luxui} and is herelt of 
all nalniial \ini irhies can ne^ ei use lan ne ci 
ocLupy t'n lionoui.ilhc iiosition in the comit} nl nations 
Such a nation can be of no scivice to religion, all its 
encigic^, menial oi ph\&ical, pcteiing out m wrong 
ubarncls teai ‘upcisedeh all then Mgoiu and stienglh 
\ll those I'c'iiont that do not utilise the gitts ol nature 
and do not lightly use them must prepaic themselves 
tor the reitain late of being doomed God never 
helps tluise 1 ations that do nut help themsehes When 
Spiing comes e\ery branch, nay every leaf is green 
and full of Mgour in the like manner every living lom^ 
munity is *-lxong and vigorous 

In short, the world is subjected to a ^shariat*' oi a 
s^^&tem Its neglect shatters the nations to smithe- 
reens Those who think the rise of nations to be 
accidental, and think members of their own faith oi 
comr.unitv to be on the right and thus hope to rise aud 
further believing then opponents to be on the wTorg 
cesire then decav <tre indeed giossly in the wrong 
They become biased and prejudiced, and sticking to the 
letter, they lose the spirit and wander astray from the 
right path They bciiCie that ut all the religions th/'irN 
IS the bc'^l Ihcicforc God would help them And even 
when they lall a \ictim to bad clays, thev fondL 
console themsehes saying that God has piomiscd 
icward in Heaven fur the iighleoub ones and the 
ephemeral joys of the vvoild do, not count for much 
After all, they s^tv, our opponents will go to Hadesv 
Let them enjoy for a time here From this v’ery 
belief it IS clear that he — Faithful or the Infidel — who 
stnves and stiuggles gels the reward of his labour, 
and he who docs not stri\e does not achieve anything 
Hence it is the duty of everyone to try and atlem]»t. 
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Wheie diO fjocl *>.17 that the Faithful should he ulic 
and sluggish and deiKudent on others He oiddUis 
to acqniic all the liO'^Sible porters so that wc aie nol 
di^giaced lefotc ilhiis To neglect the factors tint 50 
to make hie «ind on Mhuh depends the national organi- 
sation 3^ not oiil} lo disgiacc the nation but to in] me 
the safety o'* .cligion as veil it has its reaction on ihc 
heieaftei as uch It is because cf this that L.l mi 
fiistiy dema ids c 1 jjainsation and aie made los 
poiisiMe loi the ihca'v ol .my phase of life foi, does iir.t 
the Qiiian sav all thu evils that berall you aie the re^^nlt 
nf >our o^\v doing ^ 

THE SECRET OF A NATION'S 
PROGRESS LIES IN ITS 
HISTORY 

13 

All praises to Mltih, the mciciful and Ounpas- 
sionate, and may Uis uhoiCLst Mecsinqs be on Mubam 
mad wh(' has been '-ent as \ '»ini^c to humanity, making 
him the ideal piO])hel, an embodiment of the noblc-it 
and the most ch nshed viitucs 

He, the all pi aifec-woi thy, created factois that 
results in a nati m’L growth or decay Blessed are 
Ihcj will ha' e kind Iicarts and vho utilise then mental 
powers fo dcvisni" means fur the bettoanent of 
humanity 

Tlic nations th'^l wcie at one lime at the ^'Ciglil of 
pnvci nc*\ci Ihoiiohl of dcca}’* and fall U i> the law 
oi Gud that when a nation j caches the zenith of powci 
and not only ^mpasscs its contemponnc-> in its 
extension of hfc hut tpl:cs to reducing othei nati^t^s to 
slaYei> It a inmd swelled with powci Tt begin- 
to think of itselt at the highest height and this naiks 
the end ut then jiiopiess Their actnitv turns into 
sluggislmcLS luxury becomes the be all ami end all of 
their life 'll tlieir practicability gets lo^t and their 
reason dull After keeping awake for a long time 
a man gets fast p sleep, so do the nations too, 
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In cDiitiast to M’c above those nation- that hii\e 
been i educed to £;icat straits, Icoking to Mie *iahons 
that aie in powe^, »..tvc £oi ‘je.^nLj-s rtl if fhcir 
past hnd been ?lsn li'i£?ht tlv"\ miAod to cutioa to 
make their futiiic eonall}’^ qk‘iio'is To add to this 
if the ^c\eiiiing Lias- is lia-sn .in 1 lepicss.'^c tir^ 'Op- 
pressed nations Lie hik'd '^iiii added ^cal and ioi\oui 
On the one hand vc 1 tlic iidiiv; i itni i 
vnth pfjvver, acK edi in I'^no-aiit anci 

and on othei It^ud ve ha.c the subjcrt inamns 
av akii A.^, aii-iina »ind pOj* tlioh hisloi s fiiCd 

'With enthnsnrin foi .'’lI iCLlainint- (he p'^st 

hnnouis these a»c tbo cans s -u* ihc use ml 1 ill oE 
nations 

'’"'he pi('^;ie^^ oi Lbi' untioii', t.mli/ is 

due to their spjiu fi cuinpctition and it airy E\eiv 
nation \ics ttitli lh< oth^ i 'rhe 'poivth a-'d d'‘f a> of 
all nalnais is injli 1)\ llu-, , tu ''vS Iheie aiC 

many strides m a ma- ’ bi« 'o ils > the nations pass 
tiiJin s'tnc 1' ciiotl'ci ''\h-ii «> md on g ‘t-» dts^;n'.Lcd 
■vviLh its piCoCni mvesdda nul is ' wious to lonvc 
its i)*isi it 1. i])1hs dill it 1 awMlvMud v h.itevei ihe 
eaiiscs ijc u sliall hv fnlly a’ al cned one di}'’ and 
icgain its lo«'t bIoi} True, the souet ul a dionS 
picgrtss lies 111 iXb t-cquainlance v ith its ov^m liistoiy 
and ciiltuie A luitjon llvt is ignorant of its i.wn 
Instoiv cannot haAe c ^c•} hi h uloid in it rlie S])tjit 
of levutil 'would bo iom,j,ii i h ss h, soul would 
be iinarquintcd 'i/illi the line <oncei)tio,i of gloiy and 
greaUe«iS Jt \/ould icinain content with .tihp non 
and would feel at icice wuh all the ncalth and honoiii 
they :an acquit c in that vState 

Acquaint -nee \Mlh one’s oi i hisloi^ and c'Mb 7 a- 
tiim cieates in tlie ibildi^n of the <ir] that spirit o[ self- 
icspect, national Tion in, th- W ,a jibciJv and all the 
oil Li ncLCSia '\ (^'j lUi-b i f •. i al ' i' ])«ngic's 'I'lhie 
IS no nottei iLnudv a s^ uaL.on than that bj 

miitval co-opeiatioii anri hup a" 1 1 a ^Miliiig ]>cisiinP 
diftcmces to foim a rinlsJ i m n* cdnca'^’ioii uii 
conceincd with the uihiiMr (Ess Iv cn if the nalinti 
spends all its wealth m ai 'iiiainu-''^; Us chiMien i/ith 
Its ovvn his^oiy and CAib/ition the baip. n is \(t 
cheap It would tiairfoim tlicin into a li\in- c<im- 
iiiiimU Mutual good feeling is at the loot id national 
bfe tins feeling cai/iiol bo ciealed mile s the iiaiim i' 
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con^ciuiis of its fAMi honotu and this in tuin lest-^ on 
it*- ciLC(L'aint.ince with its own hislor} and LiMli/ation 
Without a united pio^iamme ol cducaluui who'-e goal 
is to * roust national tonstiousness the nation i innut 
icalisc Ihc lull benefit lioin its hislui} and tnih/ation 

acquaintance with the ait*- and scioiKt. is 
nccessaiy in the struggle foi CMslence in the like 
inannei national pitstige a high ideal and legurd for 
its own history .ind ciiltuic is essential to imbibe 
true sinut riid eiitlni-iasni in i>eople t(j attain to Lho 
pinnacle ol gie<itncss Ifaidly an\ luliiig nation m 
the woilcl pH'sonc'- the language histoi\ and Lultuie c\ 
the subiect nalion this i-. inoie tiiic of ihe nations 
wlm lielieie in narinw nationalism Thev al\\a\s try 
to m iintam supciioiitv complex 

I'-lam that came to do awa\ woth all laciil and 
national distinctions aims to unite the iieoplc in Unity 
and m IsLimie fiatermty In its tolerance and 
broad-based teLihiugs it established a woild-wuJe 
brotherhood where no distinction is made be- 
tween the black and the white, the T-ord and 
the sla^e, the Arab and the non- Arab but that all stand 
chouldei to shoulder Islam broke all barriers and 
est.ddished a new nationalism in which all the nations 
have equal status and are struggling towards the same 
ideal Difterent nations taking advantage of this 
tolei ition joined the fold of Islam Though difficult 
as It IS, these nations \ar>ing in culture and civilization, 
ill modes and manners and diftenng in customs and 
politics welded together in Unity and dyed in true 
Ishmic colours 

To what heights the Arabs reached aitei drinking 
deep at the fountain of Islamic Unity is loo e\i<lcnt 
to need repetition This is the great miracle ol Islam 
that it united the difterent nations thereby strengthen- 
ing the bonds of human relations by setting a wave 
of fraternal feeling among them Even those nations 
that lose like torrents to sw’eep away Islam were ihem- 
sehes 5 wept oft and despite their \ictory they entered 
the fold of Islam They conquered the land, but 
Islam conquered their hearts and they became Muslims 
not merely in name but worthy Muslims, It is 
giisslj wrong to attiibute to Islam the division, 
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disorynnisatinn, ertucationcil and politual backw-iidnes*- 
c^ldcnt jn the Ariis^aliuans to da} llie Mushii'i'^ *ic 
spread n\ci mam nations and arc 'SNCigheil d-'un b} 
lho«e .-alional custom', and habits Sn lontf those 
nation. d chstinctums are not svNCpt a'wa} b} tiiie 
Mamie teachniffs the' can neither truh pioeics-. noi 
i. iv be iightl\ tcimcd tnic nation 

THE RISE OF THE MUSLIMS. 

14 

All praises to Allah, the mercitul and Cr mpasMuralc, 
and may HiS choicest blessings be on Muluinmad who 
has been sent cs a guide to humanity, mak ng him the 
ideal piophet, an embodiment ot noblcsL and the 
mrst cheiisbea \irlues 

E\en though there is smiilant} in the cause of 
the rise and fall of nations -set thcie aie some factors 
peculiar to the Muslims It is an undeniable truth 
that Islam grew c*ud blossomed amnnt; the Aiabs, that 
it 'was from this part of the eaitli that the sun ot Islam 
shed itb radiant lusbe Despite then mam weaknesses 
thcie was £cmething in these clisoigaiiiscd Aiabs that 
the} were chosen as teachers ot Truth and leaders n£ 
Man At the ad\ent of Islam ncaih cdl the causes that 
go for national decay were etident among the Arabs 
Nonethelebs in them w’eie present the pnnuiiy lequirc- 
ments of real bfc, belf-conhdeucc, sclt-respect, 

courage and to top these the ardent and iricprcssiblc 
loAe of hbeity Frankness was then marked chaiac- 
teriwStir they had the determination to sacnlire their 
lives in defence ot their principles These are thi 
nctessaiy iiaits that go towards the making of a 
stTfjiig nation without these no nation can c\er Ube 
Tlie hcauty oL au} tiait is its model ation aud its nght 
working But li they are over-worked oi misused the 
results are fatal A bpark that may be able to raze 
the whole earth to ashes can be legulatcd, nay fully 
brought under man’s control because it belongs to the 
category of creative things In contrast to this it is 
impossible to pi educe heat from u heap ot cold ashes 
or from a mass that has not the eap<icit} in ]Uoducc 
heat The traits of the Aiabs with which was to oc 
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built the Edific 2 ni ipl'oi had ciosscJ the boiinds 

their excess r/ h?d Uinccl to be ‘‘nnlliardmess 

■which had iUx'jK^O t^ ^ into ]iCi]»eUial conflt^t 

Thf ■SNhn'e v.\Uo \ .ns rLut a i idcr ]iy parbts and Uu- 
tioU", crch c'Miiu '■i ilnoaL In the toiitiit'. 

of this gieat < ui=? , a oiis inan> a naln n has 

been ept an«i/ in the sa'i ^ i>r Arabia it had ci cited 
but a «^uaTnp 

Hi5toi\ heai^ -vv. uncss to the fact that this naiipn 
bad the £;ieac capai to giov", but all thcii energies 
iiere duelled n the uioag channels Islam tuireJ 
then discoid and JiviStOn I'to concoid and unit/, 
focussed all then c tn utioii to one Oibla, filled thou 
beaits -with the lo’^ e 0 c f^ieatnesa oE one Ciod an I 
freed then m-nu f m the i^ltcis of liOiship ot anv 
rnattenal thin;*" IL ^*ue Uiciii not an idol but 'lu 
ideal ahir:i !•-' aid nniiian compiehcnsion It 
inneised th^ lic^;hLS or huiu i thought — made them 
soar hiylici than cicr heloic — ^it widened the ciicle ol 
luiman cominchcn^.on d offcied unlimited giowth to 
human mind 'wIkm prcvioiisl), the people’s head ard 
heart, then user and loitii rdicnsioii weie maikcd hy 
narrow limitations and \*as lust in the woiship of the 
unreal and of iialoiia’ tlrngs Now their hearts 
suiged iliiuo^h end ihicagh with the love o£ one 
great God before \.hiLh the qicatest of powers oi ideal 
seemed toe limited and too low to them Tnith wab 
supiemc this was then only concern 

TJic 1 iLlion that was piofusely gated with the 
spnit of s-icrlnt htgan now to think ot Life in teims 
of sacrifices at the u l^ar ot Tiuth In defence of Islam 
and to itsglorj the> bu'tiilic* d niobt lib ci ally their person 
and pioperty sucli sauifiLe became their delight 
Death became ri coveted thing foi them they scugnt 
It wuh delight and anxiety But what an irony * 
death diunned them that sought ii uiid wealth came 
to them in abuncltmcc who saciificcd it must liberally 
Indeed the key to a nation's giealncss is Us spuit of 
saci-ifiLC cinn uiigL-hcartcdiiess 'J'o-clay loo only 
those inilion', are at the pinnacle o[ gicalness, who 
uSacn&ce then ,eufm and pioiicity ■with ]nofiiscncss lU 
defence o£ then xialion by lihcially spending m the 
cause of education, indubtiy, commerce, le^caichcs and 
so foith 



( 41 ) 


I&la. i tliL Alab^ ,i icni ii Ltbl^ hiqh ideal anti 

c\cr 7 l^LisLm is expected t<i j'ide Ls it Whaie^ci 
good WL il'j pnist ■» * 1, .il LI PS irinin litre imp 
actions must be selflcjs ibc i.’ » i-r .i* j)Li'=ii'i) il 
mntnc'' C'nt vu^i nat's n (' jiiuc tbn 

e\er' the ■\\ht)le ''iPiM in ictinn iiiis util suflicc m 
balance it Liidced thcie is nulhiii^ iii the voiUl 11 m< 
can be ictLijPCt^ Ini me laboin cd Unc '^Ibe '=^oul 
somethuv^ In di ti>ii snpieiu^ and to ha' c ^'uiie 
matoiial jJccd ^\(»llld b' niyllnnt; ihr>it u Misuliin^ (lie 
*-ciil Ml 'I pij^s aihl min riLs n' ^ \iOild ale t ir 
the sL.'tLLicd ii iiiji s nil its I ,itb I irli Pise no aic'ii- 
ing to cl tiaxelki \shn 1 'oi ^ bv.* »'I 'b I ^ lu Dnuiit* 
111 tbc cclesliiil liLic,h+s b\i aii mi ilo^v th 

'worldly comiorls ^'u I ^^ica^nc'^^ a'C as \.\^a IIk ba- 
things acqcnicd ir the v.o In a tiai JIa, but die end 
IS diflcicnl Tt' l‘L Ind in the tliine;s asquired on tbc 
vay and tn Jui ’c( Vk iCal qoal is a tinsloilnnc. i 
L ilfumt\ P\ in'* do not loi a iiioment ciitcitani 
the iJl i tii.'i A\i. lip ' •Ki'let I ni '^ulin^ the le [luu 
menti? fx iiV' iii^ hCit nu, nh it I i^ant to bung homo 
IS that M’‘ inu-it roi bn sli\c> ni \ nrdb, (lungs but 
be then Loid e-Pfl inabtei ‘i v ‘s thi^ ukal lhat 

intustd in tlit sank of Arabia Hirli celcsti il illuniina 
lion that dimmed the lights of Rome and Rersii btdh 
of l^hlch were d that tunc fk^ply (iigioosed in wonllv 
pleasures and nbsc'sfd n l 1 i uoildK ])(nviis r>oth 
had foi-eottcn the Ic ubings of then uspiLlivc ici'- 
gioiis and had leducctl Ihcni UiOcUu\ Tlie woild 
them cMiited a deC]) pen(ilt b nl lost even l*io puniaiv 
lequncments of life 

God chose a people, apparently pnoi and weal: 
though gifted with laige-hcaitcikicss and intic]nditv to 
serve Islam nay to s,,i\c rultuu iiid cnili/aLiun, in 
short to ''Orve the best inlcicsls ol huinanity Withui 
the com sc nt a ccyitip the\ spusul u\ci ball Ihc world 
as the licicli bc*'iei‘ m light tuul learning, cult me and 
cmli/atioTi wbuLvoi they went they taught tl'e 
people philos.jphj , mathematks and medicine Tt 
were they who irngatcd the Ruio]?eaii mind with tin 
taste of pure knowledge 

If we look to the piogicss of othei gieat taitlis vvi 
find that they all grew by slow degiees Thcic wen* 
difficulties in theii way which w-eic bohed through (be 

6 
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uiter\ention of mime mijfhty Emperor who became 
their pation-sainl Christianity had its Constantine. 
Buddhism Its A'-oka and Zoiastrianism its Kaikhusro 
nut for Islam \\ e lia\ e a clillcrent story Its missi ' 
iianes were people belonging to tubes that had no 
^urluly iccog.iilicn noi had they the i^uppoit oE Ei\\\ 
mighty piotentate /\11 ihc clouds wcic ilcaieil b} the 
fer^(>u^ of then ^dith, they faced all odds without au^ 
cxteiUiil aid iind added such a glcrious chapter in 
the aiindls of the world which is peLiiliai only to 
Islam 


Ihis IS an epitomized pictuie of the rise of Islam 
E■^en lo-dav the Truth of Islam without anv mateiial 
aid, IS fasLiiutmg noble sout to it The gicat 
lapjdily with whiih Islam is spreading tn-clay in liic 
East ancL in the West is an CMdent pi oof of the fa^'t 
that Islam is a na^'uial leligion Its teachings aic 
simple, ficc tiom all ambiguities If we apijcal to 
our 1 C a nning poweis and aie candid in our ludgmept 
there wculd not be any difficulty in accepting it The 
present status ol Muslims does not permit them to 
have similar oiganisation for missionar\ woik as tho«^c 
of other faiths more about this later But it must 
be recalled that we Muslims had no such missionaiv- 
bureaucracy e^en in the early decades l)es])ite this 
handicap Islam spread w'lth the rapidity ot lightning 
and i! this is not its miracle wffiat else is it^ And 
in the fare of all this, m the way that this w^onderEnl 
miiacle has been WTought, in the manner in which 
Islam spiead all over the woild — unaided b\ mateiial 
faitois, unsupported by pationage, — to make the 
chaige of '‘propaganda b\ the swoid^* — is, nothing 
shoit of lank blasnhemy 


ISLAM AND NATIONALISM. 

15 

All pi aises to Allah, the merciful and Compassionate, 
and may His choicest blessings be on Muhammad who 
has been sent as a guide to humanity, making him the 
ideal prophet, an embodiment of ffie noblest c.nd the 
most cheiished virtues 

The Quran says in very explicit terms thit huma- 
nity is but cne unji. The farther they go off f.om 
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the centre the wider the dnergencc that arises among 
them E\ ery life grows out ot infinitesimal specks which 
e.rt^ neaier to non-exislence than life A thing exists 
befi/te It IS felt h} our physical senses liefoie 
Q\cr\ motion and between two motions theie is a 
[lause Life is a (series of) motions and death a 
pause (clcinal) Before and after life pause and test 
are essential Life is a uniting link between two spheres 
ot non-exisceiu e it acts as a bridge between the two 
E^el}r thing begins t’om a microscopic stage and the 
stalling point is always a unit This unity changes 
into dnci'-iU with the loll of years and Ji^er^itV 
wiihnut chflcicncc is impossible, nav it is differenie 
clone that is But if one ideal is pul bcfoic 

these dueise groups they would unite on a Lom- 
moii basis the divergence of patli^ if the 

goal IS the same then all will centre lound one point 
And this point is Islam which demolishes all baiiiers., 
nJtioual and racial at the very acceptance of Tawheid 
(Unity ol God) Tawheed means to unite What 
you cCitn ii\cr leally a diop and the desert but o 
pirticle (of sand) They started in unity and even 
to-day by Iheir c( -operation they still foim umts and 
you call them incis and deserts and not dioijs and 
particles 

Again lake the apple of >oui eyes The rays 
of light seem to ceiilie lound the apple ot the eje iiid 
seem to spiead Eastward and Weslwaid It focuses 
all its ia}s ti the oDicct it desiies to see IK this J do 
not foi a moment propose to talk on the diftcrcni 
aspects of light out to show that eye, the very centre 
of sight, such an example of a unit as can be casdv 
perceived by any Though the centre of sight is the 
apple of the eye jcl unless the rays spread loUh 
nothing is seen Similarly if the rays do nc't sui- 
ijund that body il c*iunot he perceited le afle*- livci- 
sit\ the\ rgain lOui in unity It is hetausc this 
that both blioi tsigh I; and brng-sight arc reckoned as 
eye diseases What is tuie of the rays of vision is 
also tiue ot the lajs of the Sun Their centre the 
sun and ihej aie closest at the centre the farlhei 
they go fiom that pmnt the farther they spread forth 
and seem dnided 

Diversity is essential yet to focus the attention of 
the cliveigent grounds, above their racial and national 
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ccnsidtj iLiiuns, Vj <. supieme ideal was possible through 
the teadings of Idain alone Ifalam oilers the nations 
such It ncDle ideal despite their diftcrences they 
unite la this that they have the same goal The 
goal is tli it they should attain the highest Innnan 
excellence and to annn this each nation should follow 
‘=uch a \\'‘teui a ictembles others in principle to top 
these thov s^^oLild all converge upon a cential point 

The hum"' 11 mix J is much influenced by its sur- 
roundings, especially the nearest ones it does not 
matter whcthci the SiU rounding is wholesome or not 

Man 111 the begrnning nearer unity Fiom 
iiidniduals families pew up and from faiiiilies com- 
munities and nal (mis Tiie mcuc ihcv eilaic;cd Lhe wider 
grew their dihierences liesnlcs this natmal lerson for 
the diieigence annthoi impnitait ic^t^-oii is that diller- 
ent td^jns and .di hi t-'s were lequued foi lhe constiuc- 
ti\c scheme of haiaan giOwth l^eople with fertile bipins 
and with rw entire genius weic icquiied to increase the 
statute of human cnilization People began to taka to 
no\rclly nufl &pccv'l.-c in diftcrent blanches of civibza 
tion If man lutd not been gifted -with immense 
potentialities and gn cn a much freei range than th 
lower animals the vciy purpose of human create 
would ha\e been defeated 

The Oman says if God wushed He would have 
made the people one gioup onlv It uses the won 
gr mp foi the \aMniu> category o[ birds also, the pin 
pose being to liits^nc the nnifoimit'- oE thought "ind 
feeling foiirrl in llm 1 <ids and the snmials Again it 
says that then iKHucjilcs hall rciuiiii foi c\ei they 
would nevei be totally annilid tted 'J'hc ^Cly purpose 
of human creation is that they should lal e initiative and 
be iio\el so thiit there mayr be distinction between 
human excellence m tins thit one has some purpose 
iXi Mew and is determined of ic^olulion, that he distni- 
guishc^ between good and bad and strives to reach the 
pinnacle of citcces-', that he is docile and utilises 
education and Ctihiue to aid him in his attempt +o 
reach the goal Man is not acquainted even wnth his 
actual limitatK'iis so that he might keep on attempting 
for higher ends till the end of time Man untiUse'i 
his past expefi^uces and knowledge to aid him xv lus 
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constructi^ ^ It is because of these irneteiit 

capacities that man is made the Lord ot the ciealior- 
All human progress lests on human knowledge and its 
past expcnences in this end contributions have been 
made by geneiation cf ^a^ed peoples 

The distinctnc featuie ol man is his power of 
thiiilang and leason ng and gems of thought have recn 
produced b} these <Llone Since the mental powers of all 
are not the same dift.ticnce is inevitable Man, impcitect 
as he I'^haMc to male ciiois T>ul it is foolish not to 
use reason foi tlic Icai nt htninj;’ a diftcicnl opinion 
fiom others ni foi thi Icai ol making mistakes Everv 
shield has tw n "^iJes to il K\ crylhing that exists in 
this world has both viitue and ^llc, it is a lonijuiund 
ol good and bad The thorn acLOinpanics the ro^c 
Sciiow and joy go hand m han^l, life has its counter- 
part death and success its faikne The presence c>E liic 
and water is a blessing to mankind but at times ■•1 e>^ 
bung in then iiain Woeful misery Much depends 
how ? thing n lucd Anything to piovc bcncLicnl 
ought to bt lightly dii cited, used properly and in 
moaciation Much depends on the pnmary obieci of 
any exislencc It is because of this that the 'SI amt' 
lays oown that actmns shall be judged by motives it 
also excused uncrnscious mistakes Any difference of 
opinion based on light icason, tiue conviction and 
honest belief is uoiih\ of dll respect But if the 
difteicnce is based on pieivduc and ignorance or mcic 
obeisencc tc con\cntion it dcgiades man to the region 
of lower animals The Oman condemns this eon cf 
difference most unsparingly It says only they £re 
secure from such d^ffeience upon whom is God's pre- 
fercntul meicv (those are they who iililisc their ica^< \ 
to reach the 7cnilh of human aihiciemcnt Tho>' 
alone aie pf’ifect men) 

It IS cleai by row that in the beginning of time 
there was unity n was natural and not man-made or 
lartificidl Human cuulizatioii was then in its infar;y 
The differences which grew up later were also natural 
and necessary To gne a limit to these differences and 
to unite voluntaiily is the crowning glory of human 
achievement Hence man as he progresses in civiliza- 
tion must try to minimise the racial and national 
differences and must never forget the point so vividly 
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bioughL out by llie Quran which says O’ peonl* we 
created j-ou os a urit and disuibuteJ* you amon^ tubes 
and communities to that you may know eacli nth^r 
He cilone is bcsl who is good (in his dealings and in 
his relations uith others) A Hadis lecords that we 
give j non-Arab f reference o^cr an Aiab, and a slJ^c 
cvei a master because of his good qualities 

ISLAM— THE RELIGION OF 
PEACE 
16 

All praises to Allah, the meiciful and Crnijias- 
sionate, and may His choicest blessings be on Muhiim- 
mad who has been sent as a guide to humanity, making 
him the-ideal prophet, an embodiment of the noblest 
and the most cherished yiitues 

Islam IS .insolute fidelity to God and complete 
«-ubmission ic Ills will The root of this \/^id is 
'Salam’ which means Peace The sign of a tiuc 
J^ushm IS til It no Muslim is hurt by his hainl ard 
tongue Muslitr^ when they meet each othci sav 
‘Asslam-u-cibkum ’ It means that I'eace be with \ou oi 
that you bt 'lali ainl tree I rom danger and tiouble The 
Holy Quran says O Ac Faithful become taithuil sei- 
\ lilts of the LoiCt le be Muslims by accepting the 
11 essage of Peace ind Hormony Prophet Muhanimcd 
in his letter to tlic Caesar of Rome ofteicd the same 
message he said *‘l gne you the message of I dam 
a^'cept the nuitat^oii and cntci the told of P<a c” \11 
Lfie Prophets that lame to this world came to picach 
Tiwheed’ (the I'mty of (lod) and lo, guide the pcojae 
01 Hi** Uidli and this is Islam Thus Islam "was 'be 
leligion of all the Prophets and all of them weie 
Muslims But their followers often made unnecessary 
accretionb and ga\e diffeient names to then \arying 
beliefs and comictions after the name of their leaders 
and elders The gulf of difference kept wKtcninp 
with the roll of years and a grave spectacle of iuisioa 
began to be evident in the religion of Allah 

The Quran &a>s O’ Prophets eat those which arc 
puie aiici ‘halaP it those got in the best manner and 
aic clean do good I see your actions and am aware 
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nl- them 1 j> pies'^ion^ like these the Oui?n 
\ iMis us liLt If) jiidiilf^L 111 acts (li shuvv ami piililn it} 
IimI li; a''t •‘dll' -^s|^ ^Mthi'Lil innei niotnes \t aim^hei 
jilfiLL it Ih.u \fnii Aaiuiii^ '^muiis aie in iCdli ' 

uiu Hiod]) I *iin \cuir r 01 d C)bcv inv Lummainl 
jnents licit a'^iiiii it hints th.il diii acts musi hf' 

I "-ed pn imiiU and sclllc-sness and jnutceJs 
pi I in)t do out <il Iciii oi tlic iJt'ople to tCiU 

til* s km 1 IS looM h ^ oui hcaits must l)e fiec lioni 

ill Icai t\tei)t Mine ''I he same nu'ssai’c was hioad- 

‘ 1 <ed lo tliLii It 'acme lolli>.\tis 1)\ the Piojilitis 
ol all 'Pile ALise loll' uinj; the d)o\e sa} s hut 

thi ^c lf)llovLis dnulcd thtnisehcs in sCi turns and 
ls*ean ui.i'udiiic oh cssed ^\lth then own tonvittiim^ 
then own sclt l>efanie then onl\ tontLin Vt amJhci 
ylicc the Oxuan sa\s ()* I’lophcts \ou aie not iiLiount- 
ahle Ini the dnision iicople intiodiucd in Lhe leii^Km 
ol Lj' d le the riuphcts aie nrit lesponsible foi Ihi i 
act hut tilt ]»e(jj)1e tlieinselxcs who ticaled the dui'-uii 
tkt\ \ ouhl 1 h ansAv 1 * 1 1 aide to Pod theie thc\ wdl he 
'•a )\Mi III it then Jttioiis ancu in iin wa} lieljiful tn the 
cause oi jeln»ion hut unhealtli} and destiiKti'O In 
one plate it sa}s dcni't he like those who icmiiin sti«u 
e\tn after open tuith Irom Ciod ami cieate iaitions ami 
parties Again it saxs don’t be like those who have 
paned Ihcir ichginn anrl aic thcmscUes dnidcd H'Iicil 
IS 1 xeise in the Quran whuh the Ihophct ipioteil 
'sJidt tn\i1ing the ])tt»plL (d the Ihiok to Islim It 
iiiii'^ Sill ( )’ pt')|di i 1 the Jhudv come, let iis unite on 
pimcMdt Lommoii between us ami that is that wc 
wni^hip none l)ut (jod, qiMiig no one the ^loiv that is 
Ills inaking no one I lis partner and clevatincy none 
to tha plane of dcr\ let no Licatiiie woishi]) anoikei 
1 lay that w'oxship he of any kind \nd li the people 
Ol the Honk jia^ no heed to this tell them ‘Listen and 
Ita witness that w^c arc Mublims ’ In the above verse 
the Jcatiiiic oL Islam has hem detailed one who 
bclnwcs them is a ]\Iuslini Fiom the above it is albO 
cle<’r that in tiuth this was also the belief of tic 
people of the IJook The gist cd the above is that 
^f^hen you were originally one, youi creator the same 
and the same jour goal and that you all started frcioi 
the sprne point and the same is the destination, then 
whrl sense is there to wrangle among yourselves by 
Cl eating religious differences 
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Piophet Muhduimed piescnted the teachinq's 
■ falara in such clcitr Icims ,is slcind dbuie all doul)ti) 
He declaied m the ■noids o£ the Oman Sa> we he- 
lic\e in find , Hib angles, His hooks, and Uis riuphsts 
Thus the Quian which is the sum and substance <u 
the te.tvhins’s ot d' the leligions did not coint ‘n 
cre 'to any division Jt i mealed the accietions of tune 
and place and lestcaed religion to its piistine purity It 
came to oflei the eoaiinon meeting ground for all leli- 
cions and as such, the teim ‘Islam’ fittingly applies to 
it The Quran contains the teachings of all religions 
and mIuIo Tcading it theie icmains no need to lead any 
othci bool' It IS a dideient thing that a on stud\ 
iither leligions It is a diHcrcnt thing that aou stud\ 
them to add to \oui genual inlnimation 

Tht teaching of Islam in shoil, is that lelugum 
Ml reitliei a matter ol biith nor lacc or nationaliti 
It IS the other oame foi honesty, vciacity and truth 
It <s the duty ot eveiy one to acquiie tiuth wheiucr 
Irund This message of Islam did not please tmin 
who gloiified then dcsce.il, tribe, race and nationaut,. 
and those who were wont to anccstial woiship, they 
belicied that Ihei wtie tl’c ihoscn ones and none but 
they Siiall ertci I’l'icidise It was left to the Quran to 
cal the Goidian knot It declared that he alone is be^t 
in the ej es ot the Hold who is best m his actions an- 
cestij without action is useless Even the grea'^est 
of men will have to bear the biunL of their actions 
I'heir gicatness shall not avail these God is above 
party-feeluigs He is im)jaitial "^I'o Idiel one a lev’, 
a Christian, a Muslim doC' not bung one any near 
salvation Salvation depends on stienglh ol faith 
and good actions Just to count one’s self in a parti- 
eulai leligion and to icgaid one’s sell as belonging 
to the chosen gioup and as such chim- 

ing salvation, i.ajr denying it to all the otheis. 
gives religion a hereditary shape Quian desttcyed 
tlii'i wrong notion and in doing this it had to face great 
odds It created a group and named it Muslim Blessed 
are they who are worthy of this appellation 
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THE MONTH OF RAMZA.N 

17 

All praises to .Ulah, the rncrrinil and Onpaj- 
sionate, and nr»jy liis choicest blc^sint’s be on Mii'icLin- 
mad who has Lllii ‘*cnt as a ^uiJe to IiLin'‘anity, mnkp''^ 
him the ideal piophct an embodiment of the noblest 
and the most Mrtacs 

A cuisoiy glance o' cr the aftaiis cf the world 
would speak of the annual cc^cbiaLion ct the Revela- 
tion of the Oui4i.n in this iiiuiiJi I'lu^l ms all the 
world over dunk at this fountain as a matter of couise 
but moie so esjjo^ .'lU duiiiig tins moiiuh they imbibe 
fresh vigour every time they read it Ask its readers 
and you will find that one never gets tiied of reading 
it, nay they add by it to their eneroy and enthusiasm 
in it they find a solt-cc D’Miie This senpture was 
revealed in the month of RtMiipzan and as such the 
wnole month is a puiocl of EiJ or T^^y for the Muslim 
vVoild It weans us from oui caithiy indulgences and 
transpoits us to Divine realms 

The greatness of one lies not in his form but in 
the metal of which he is made I mean the inner 
self It IS not the flesh but the spiiit that counts. 
The physical is but a means towards the end and the 
end IS spiritual But it is the body wlicicin the soul 
develops, much depends on the com sc of action one 
adopts On the sea of liTe one must bravely buAct 
against the waves of physical Icmplallons one must 
supersede the low cravings and make the spiiit tnumph 
over the flesh This achievement is the crowning 
glory of nian^s existence at which c^eii the angels 
stand stunned Man is made the Lnid of the Creation 
but when one misses the ideal of life, [alls a picy to 
earthly attractions and becomes a sla\c lalhcr than a 
master ot tiic creation, the soul gets cnmeslied in 
wordly frailties The Quia a says that \cnly, in the 
name of the oli\e, the fig and the ‘Sina (referred to for 
their uses and hisloiical bcaunt^) we have made man of 
the best make and cfespitc this one falls a victim to 
depravity save the behcMiig ones who do good Fn 
short, they who subject their flesh to their spirit nor 
only avoid any hindrance but actually gam assist.uice 

7 
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tt (jtn the very lattur that would ha\ c hindered growth 

In the hunian self t'lere are potentialities w Inch if right- 
ly developed would le-kmdle the whole woild with its 
light and itself soar to the highest height im.iginable 
when an enlightenta soul can give light to others oi 
its cwn biiiluintc cup can at best imdgine its he-ghi 
But to attain this stage is not easy, nonetlielcss it is 
not impossible The question arises as to how can 
ma,n '•upersede the mattenal ciaviiigs, be a raastei 
uiei the.n anu ic.iLh the Divine piecincts Glance and 
ponder oicr the piayeis and the mode of worship of 
\'arir,us faiths and among the Muslims you will find 
an nnifoiiril\, a anit\ peculiar only to Islam >ou will 
find moderation a marked feature in it Isl'm avoids 
extremes and provides for both matcnal and spiritual 
progress The life of the Prophet is a irn del for all 
It dees not teach us to be a lecluse, but oidams us to 
lead an independent and honourable life in this woiM 
ot stern realities 


The month of Ramzan has begun This is a 
period of spiritual exercise It is foi both physical 
and spiritual mipros cment The j ecitation of the 
Quran is a spmlucd diet It awakens the dcimant 
constituents and draws ns neaici to the goal The 
goal IS far, j ct neai It teaches us to bear the pangs 
of hungci and thiist "o as to realise the stia’ts in w’hioh 
niir poor biclhcin arc \gain, we are asked to spend 
• if iiir tiniint\ li'widh O 'Ye rich,’ remember reic 
ITiMT" It'd fasts shall not Iniiu'- vou sahation Thi' 
e'en the pooi cm do picn the ladies can beat you in 
this God has i>i\cn ^on \antngc o\ci others. He 
has gnen >ou wealth and nehes ou aie to dn lliitig- 
whiuh (aniiot be done bv the poor and lliat is to pa> 
vour 'Zakat* help the poor, the needt, the orphan, the 
widow, the ivajfarei Guc education to the childien 
cf the poor, help schools and other places -of learning 
and make vour comn, unity a luing community ^ m 
aie the pilots who arc to guide the ship ut the imn- 
munity to the haven of safety This month ol Rani/an 
IS a month of good needs , take accounts of yourseb es, 
make up your deficits, give the due that you owe to 
God and the people Without this salvation is 
impossible God does not forgive you your duties to 
your fellows Whatever you do, do for Islam, do for 
the good of the Muslims Forget individual and 
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communal tensions., end religious leuds and be biother*' 
upto one other Unless you do this Ramzan does not 
‘•tand any suretj for your salvation Piomise fidclitj 
to God and piepaie tor entering Paradise 


WAS ISLAM SPREAD BY 
SWORD ? 

18 

All praises to Allah, the merciful and Compassionate, 
and may His choicest blessings be oni Muhammad who 
has been sent ?.s a guide to humanity, making him the 
ideal prophet, an embodiment of the noblest and the 
most cheiishea virtues 

Brethren in Islam i The intics of Islam in 

their sundry attacks chaige Islam with having been 
"pread by the sword Their ohjecl in so doing is tQ 
prove that the crinci stone of Isl.im is force and vm 
lence and that if it had any inherent good violence 
would not have been employed and Jihad (crusade) not 
sanctioned Jihad has been translated in other 

languages as meaning religious war In to-day’s 
sermon I shall deal with the meaning of the word 

Jihad and then its detail and finally over the agree- 

ments and treaties the Musslmans entered into and 
the tolciatior the> showed in their piilmy days and 
this m itsclt gives a deathblow to the false accusation 
that Islam was spread by the sword In this regard 
the Quran itself is the best guide Again we have 
historical evidence recorded by unbiased and impartial 
historians The real meaning of the word Jihad is to 
tij, to attempt, to make an eftort and also the survival 
of the fittest No being, no community, no nation, 
iinj no idea can last if the dictum of survival of the 
htlest IS uinniecl The instinct of self-preservation is 
inherent in every being and the safest manner of pro- 
tection IS to strengthen one’s ownself and no.t be 
dependent on the mercy of others Cnielty is indeed 
Wicked and no one preaches one to be cruel nonethc- 
l(*ss to secure one’s self against the crulty of others 
one needs to strengthen his position If you do not 
do so you cannot escape being a victim yourself Then 
no one shall hear your cries for you alone are respongi-' 



( S2 ) 


blc to burg yourself to such straits and invited others t6 
prey upon you This is jour unpardonable sm for 
winch jou hi\ e to undergo hardship and suffering 
Thus man’s c"c stcnce is wholly jihad Even to-day 
llic mo^t cnilized nations achie\c.i little at the Disar- 
iri 'inent Conference T.heir spiiit of rivalry has once 
again gathciccl wai clouds as if the unprecedented 
chsastcis oi the h^st Gieat War were not sufficient 
The last ^va^ had destrojed men, women and children, 
fields t^d iachiios, if had bicught nothing but misery 
and srllenng n it t’ain With all our pretence of c'vi- 
lization VC arc only refining the means of butchery 
Why is not war outlawed? W^hy has the angel of 
Peace disappeared? Why are they who are the 
dcbt.n^ holdcis of nations busy preparing for war as if 
they aic tliiish a lci hunicin blood If j^ou want to 
apply tijiv pio]) 1 p ’ -Tt* to the niodcin war, the oest 
lhat ve can tcMii it is wvr on humamtv and on cm- 
li/ttion IlLim<init>, cnilization morality and religion 
are m tli mg \cij diflcicnt If they who justify war 
m the name cf htunamtv, m the name of culture and 
Civilization cannot \cr\ ‘veil co-ndemn war in the 
name of religion, then logic dcseivcs our sympathies, 

Anj-tliing V hen it crosses its limits becomes 
damnable TriiC it is lhat as to-day cruelty is done 
by the cuihzcd world in the name of humanity and 
uvili/ation so also some rehg ous fanatics committed 
cnieltv m the name ot religion They aie individually 
lesponsiblc hu it and religion need not be blamed for 
the same Bccau'sc Europe is to-day tired of religion 
she has adopted this wav of condemning it And the 
blind followers rf West have agreed with the Western 
masters and began to shudder at the very mention of 
the woid Jihad 

It IS stiance to see that war is justified for petty 
things but shuddered for the cause of religion Even 
if we admit for a moment tht religion has been ^spread 
by sword nt least those civilized people who raise sword 
urder the pretence of civilization have no justification 
to cnt’cisc it In the ideal of Eist and West there 
IS a difference of principle In the eyes of the West 
religion and things akin to it nay the very existence 
cf God is doubtful whereas East believes in religion 
and has faith in God, and especially Islam asserts 
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c\erything to be in obeisance to His Haws it lays 
dc'^wn that reward for actions in conformity to His 
commandments is Paradise But in the West the veiy 
conception of Hell and Heaven is absent These aie 
the very reasons why there is so great a diffeience 
between the two points of views 

If one desires to understand the true feelings of a 
Muslim and measure his depths of faith and spirit of 
sacrifice he needs only to peruse the lives of the Pro- 
phet's disciples Fiom that it would be clear that ni 
the e^ob of those who are firm of faith 
and bcliLi ers in the hereafter material great- 
ness counts for nothing To them sacrifice is the 
path that would lead them to their goal they arc not 
worshippers of Mammon and slaves of self To those 
belcmging to the latter category death is the end of the 
joys of life whereas to a Muslim it is the beginning of 
1 new and a more Mgorous one To him death is not 
gloom but a pcijictual light showing jovs eternal In 
short what is end for others is a mcie beginning for 
a Muslim The iC clings of a true ‘Muialiid' is a foi^e 
before which all the matenal powers have to bow and 
because the world was ignorant of its zest it con- 
demaned it ungenerously and tried to discredit Islam 
History bears witiic'^s to the fact that Muslims alw''}S 
kept their nnnt honoiucd their pledge and 
deal: mc?st r>ciu*inusly with their opi)onen"'s 

The Ploly Quran siys refuse aid e^cn to Muslims 
agiuisl them with whom you ha\c cntciccl into agiec- 
ment No better example of justice can be given 

It i^» a well-known fact that the Prophet and his few 
disciples were driven away from their native place rnd 
were subjected to most severe torments and can an> 
weak group win ihc stronger group of the maiority Oy 
force of aims? The Quran sajs you arc permitted 
to fight if subjected to crulty and hardship. They 
were permitted to fight when cruelty had gone beyond 
bounds Another verse in the Quran says theie is no 
compulsion in religion The paths of righteousness 
?nd evil are clear At another place it says it is from 
thy Lord, whosoever wills let him accept and whoso- 
ever desires let him reject The punishment in the 
hereafter is for thcjse who reject Another vcisc say^ 
that God does not forbid you from doing good to t*» 
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A\hc do not fi}4ht teajnst foi jour leliqion and ao 
not diixC you l]om 2 i,ur homes Verily, God befneuus 
the just and the doer of ^ood He forbids \ou to 
keep good lelations only with those that iight you 
because of voui religion and dine you from \our 
homes In main places the Quran ordains coidial 
relations with non-Muslim lelatnes you aic onb 
forbidden to establish religious and political relations 
and this because that Islamic ideal ma> not he des- 
troyed 

THE LAW OF RISE AND FALL 
IN THE QURAN. 

19 

All piaisesto Allah, the merciful and Compassionate, 
and may Ris choicest blessings be on Mu’i.inim,'rl who 
has been sent as a guide to humanity, mak'iig him the 
ideal prophet, an embodiment of the noblest c.nd Ihs 
most cheiished viitues 

There 1^ no doubt that the same God 
who made this ui'iverse without aid or weaii- 
jicss and bound them by a system also m..d2 
the lav,s relating to rise and fall, giowth and decay 
Hife gjeatness demanded that He should present the 
umterse in the best foim possible That peifect Being 
IS the originator of all causes and the connecting link 
between one cause and another The giowth or decay 
of the cieatiop does not ailcct TTim He lewanii ur 
punishes without discrimination bct^\een the Muslim 
and the non-Muslim, the Faithful and the Unfaithful 
He lb independent nothing can compel Him to a ccitain 
cou^’se of action He made laws and upholds them 
There is a unifOiTmity in the Laws of Nature. Why we 
do not find any Laws of Nature violated’ Even if 
there is some distraction any time that too is not with- 
out cause All this is so because there is one big force 
behind the Universe, God, that regulates everything 
He IS the source of all cause the factors of giowth and 
decay are in His hands 

He has made the law that unless we gather those 
factors on which our progress is based, He would not 
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tiLlp US But even unknouingh if we utilise some 
fictors gull blesses us -with the bcnelils that arc In result 
thcrcirom the contrarv happens if we handle the 
wroji^ factors Whether we mean it oi not we aim at 
it 01 not, gi\ eii the causes the efforts w'culcl tolluw 

To trust 111 God and at the same time to be dis- 
loyal to Him 1-. to pretend innocence and insult religion 
(Jur suLcesjes or iculares aie not diSLonnected tactuiT 
Iheie IS no cficct without a cause Though all causes 
can Le hnalH ti ‘clii to Gal }ct man beais a shire 
m it bat Liieic aic main Uatrus that aie be>ond man’s 
c( nirol It IS the diitv of man If' utilise the forces ot 
Name and make the besi' use of the f^utuis aiouiid him 
and not blame religion fui his personal shoitcoinings 
If a religion teaches you slothfulness and tlepcndence on 
rthci‘- it IS ot true leligion thcu bellc^els arc in the 
wiling Islam condemns indolence and dependence 
It gr es prefeiencc to the giver o\er the lecenei it 
speaks of 1 cgrt'it, ai iiaish tcims The Hadis sajs the 
uppei hand is bettci than the lower \.t another place 
the Hadis sa^s that the face of the beggar shall he hung 
dowr on the day of requittal 

In the Qurau promise has been made to the Faithful 
that there is hoiiour for them both here and in the 
hereafter provided tlie'^ arc truh Faithful A ^ erse says 
that it IS our duty to help the Fiithful \nothci \erse 
that God du^-s nut tiaiislorm a nation unless il 
transifonns its aclt Yet another >cise sa^ s that If you 
help God He will help 3011 fiom this it is cleat that 
piomises to help Ins been made piovidc<l you follow 
Hi 3 laws, le, you should utilise ^ those foiccs and 
factors that are essential for jour pi ogress The more 
you utilise those forces the gieatci the prog i ess you 
make 

In all the cieation man is the only lieing that is 
Rafted with immense capacity for giowth Unless those 
potential rpi ihlics aic utilised success is well nigh ini- 
posbiblc God has gifted us with these potentialities 
He has made us the master of all the creation and has 
ordained us to utilise them for our best interest He 
has gifted us with the sense of judgment Indeed He 
IS oi^r great guide and a helper But to derive the 
full benefits we must abide by His laws ; if we go astray 
wc have to bear the brunt 
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From ^■he beginning of time man has passed many 
stages His life is the sum total of the knowledge 
and experience which had been groiMng from time to 
time and shall continue to do so in tuture The 
Quran tauj^ht the use ot reason and stressed upon 
thinking it ordained the studv of the book of nature 
It has presented the rise and fall of past nations in 
most eli'quent terms and has directed man^s attention 
towards the same Most part of the Quran abounds 
with these The Quran is not a book of stories that 
we have tne stones told in run In it we find only 
those paits of the stones of which bear some lesson 
Simlarly it is not a book to teach arts and sciences and 
rules and icgulations nonetheless it directs man to the 
right path by stressing upon the utilisation of past 
experiences Human progress is the other name of 
knowledge and experience stored by man from the 
n&st and those added by the present generation 
Looking back to past alone would not avail to 
strengthen the human edifice the new generation must 
exert and add to its brilliance All the great research 
scholars, excavators and investigators have admitted 
that all their achievements are but an infinitesimal 
mote in comparison to the hidden treasures of earth 
they further admit that they are but school children in 
the great academy lOf uniterse To bring forth the 
hidden treasures to light is the task of human mind 
much depends on their exertion Even if all the 
coming generations exert to that end the boundless sea 
of hidden treasures would not get exhausted. The 
Quian says that if all the trees be turned into pen and 
if seven more seas are added to those existing even 
then they will not &ufii« to gam access to all the 
iJed\eiily knowledge Another Aerse says that people 
can know only that much a«« much as He wants to 
sliow 

Ab God's knowledge is unlimited in the hkc ii-iii 
nei theie is no limit to the extent of His religion: 
likcAMse tlieie is no limit to our thir&t Howe\ei 
limited oiu poweis be and howe\er much thc\ might 
be exhausted m the quest yet our desiie rcmauis un- 
abated 

The world is a place of continuous 'movement 
Slopiugc at any place maiks tlie death of the traveller. 
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According to one tradition things around Heaven 
are nothing very seductive but these around Hell are 
imiling in the ctxtneme It means the crown of 
success IS put only on those whn strive and those who 
sacrifice their all — person and property — for the good r f 
their community or nation Whereas those who indnlgi- 
in pleisrres have to bear the brunt of their actions 
The leward and punishment that are true here hold 
good in the hereaitcr They who bear hardship, moke 
sacrifices for Truth and dogood actions deserve 
Paradise And those who ^cork only for personal ends 
and for their own pleasure, leljukc Truth and treason 
against the cause oE the countrv and the communit> 
deserve Hell The woild is a phicc ot action ami 
the hereafter a place of reward oi punishment Even 
though sometimes v e are rewarded or punished in 
this \eiy world the final dispensation of oui true 
reward and punishment will take place only m the next 
world 

The Qutan «a\s that vou y ill be rewarded for every 
icrta of what you do the same is true of punishment 
Another verse says there will be no crueltj on any one 
We are aware of every particle of good or bad that you 
do we are the examiner of the lecords In one Hadis 
wc have God saying, O, people this reward or punish- 
ment is the result of your own actions^ the record of 
W'hich we have kept If any one is lewardcd he needs 
thank God end if minishcd blame his own self for it 
IS the result of one’s own doing that appears in the 
form of Heaven or Hell 

ADMISSION OF IGNORANCE IS 
ITSELF WISDOM. 

22 

All praises to All.ih, the merciful and Compassionate, 
and may His choicest blessings be on Muhammad who 
has been sent as a guide to humanity, making him. the 
ideal prophet, an embodiment of the noblest and the 
most cherished virtues 


« It is evident that capacities of individuals vary 
they are influenced by their own obseiva* 
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lions When man begins to ponder o\ er some- 
thing new he begins to think of it in terms of that 
which he knows Then he searches in it those factors 
with which he is acquainted He tries to think out 
the points of resemblance, this whole thing is called 
postulation and repeated obser^atlon and testing is 
experiment It is impossible for anyone to draw a 
true picture m the canvas of his imagmaticm withouL 
having seen a thing and ha\ing no notion of the same 
At best he can postulate Hence the existence of Gnd 
is beyond human comprehension because we ha\e no 
like of Him beforeus Nonetheless we cannot but 
belie\e in His existence because theie must he an 
aichitect of the Universe and the sjslem and organisa- 
tion that w^e find m Nature bespeaks the existence of 
an organiser Atheists lealK uphold that a creation 
IS possible without a create r and an organisation with- 
out an organiser This in itself is a claim which thev 
uphold and w^huh they wish others tn believe without 
any proof If we only ponder over the claims of 
tins belief it will be found that it is based on sheer 
Ignorance It is the duty of the piupounders of tht. 
theory tr> show any other example where a plan exists 
without a designer, nr a mcLhanisni without a mecha- 
nic Secondly their claim onl\ proves that they have 
not seen and hence failed to giasj), understand and 
feel His presence But this is mere ignorance and 
Ignorance is no proof of an} claim 

The existence cl God tan l>c pruned by reason 
but uncomparable as He is Fie is beyond human com- 
prehension postulation and experiment is out ot 
question in realms super-human IIow can mortal 
bemgs be their own creator and organiser? Vtheism 
is thus based not only on igncirance but on lack of 
leason Human knowledge is after all limited The 
Quran savs to those who question about human soul 
‘answer that it is m the sphere of the knowledge 
ihe I-ord your knowledge is limited > In one place it 
lefers to man as being cruel and ignorant, that is, it 
lelers to man’s interference m realms beyond hih 
sphere and which he does not even understand He, 
despite his ignorance, claims knowledge And when 
his knowledge does not determine a fact and does txot 
reach the truth then instead of admitting his igno* 
ranee he denies the truth, 
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Indeed man is ungrateful There is a -s eise which says 
that there was a time when man was non-existent and 
W'as not deserMng of any mention (we make mention 
uf thing’s that exist and w^hen he was non-existent who 
knew of him to make au\ mention ) Then it pioceeds 
saving we created man ot a LompounJ matter, a seeing, 
a feeling and a respomible being Then it pointed 
out to man both the paths the path of gratitude and 
that of ungratefulness and left the choice to him Thcie 
is no denying tht fact Ihat the more one ad^ ances m 
Knowledge, the inoie he tealises his own ignoiance 
The things whioh a lew da3’S baik could not e\eii 
ha\e been imagined aie now piOM-d b\’ modern ic- 
searches to be facts It the things we deiiA to-day du» 
to our Ignoiance be proved to-morrow then we wrill 
have to hang down uur heads in shame on our own 
ignorance Fiom the beginning it had continued to 
do so As there is a limit to our ■'iglit and to nur 
sense of perception so also theie ma) be a limit to oui 
power of reasoning Is it anjWiU necessarj that all 
the mjsteiies and scuets uf Natiiiu be revealed to us, 
especially those which aic nut connected with obsena* 
tion and experiment^ Is not it a fact that m some 
lespects the children of to-da} know even more things 
lhan many a philosopher of old It is equally pos- 
sible that of things we aie ignoiant to-day our future 
generations may be awaie of This being so how is 
it lustified to deny the existence of its possibility 
simply because it is bevoiid oui scope nt observation 
and experiment^ 

Aiiolhci common folly with Ihc people is that 
what is against their nature thej' condemn it a^* being 
igainst reason This so happens because tliey believe 
leason to be subsenient to then observation and 
experiment When then expeuments fail to pro>c 
anything ihe> chaigc it with absuidity The existence 
oh God IS alnwc oui expeument and rightly speaking 
beyond our compichcnsion We cannot sec air, the 
same is tiue ot the soul, yet the\ can be fell and their 
influence percen ed It ts nothing strange if human 
mind IS unaw'aie of the leahties of the hereafter The 
same is true of the miracles of the Prophets — revela- 
tions, 'miraj' and so forth We will not be able to 
understand them unless we are ourselvs under those 
circumstances It is impossible to make reason the 
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supreme judge in all matters Before one makes 4 
decision the witnesses need to be examined and where 
the witnesses are false it ill-behoies any one to deny 
Its possibilit}' Under such circumstances it is advis- 
able that a searih be made for the real witnesses Thus 
instead of indulging in haii -split controversies in 
natters theological ne must try to study the prophets 
ind be com meed of their truth It is a fact that 
those noble souls who iveie honest and truthful in 
Iheir dail\ life will neier stoop to say lies regarding 
(aod They speak to us thiough their knowledge and 
Iheir experience If we do not understand a thing 
because we have not experienced it w’c are not blam- 
aole nonetheless we cannot deny it either As to the 
existence of God and prophets the necessity ot religion, 
the proof for reielations, almost all the nations are 
pgieed on principle A.nd it is unlikely for all to 
unite on things absurd Further it is a fact more 
clear than the sun itselt that religion has hi ought in 
1 clonus which stand unchallenged in their effects 

A MUSLIM DOES NOT DIE 
EVEN AFTER DEATH. 

23 

Ml I'raiscs tr Allah the meiciful and Compassionate, 
and mav His ihoicesl blessings be on Muhammad who 
has been seut as a guide to humanity, making him the 
ideal jiiophet, an embodiment of the noblest and the 
most cherished iirtues 

Brethren in Islam < The daily change of night and 
d,ay, the change of seasons, the coming of spring 
aftei winter, of joy after sorrow, of hope after despair 
arc things inter-mingled with our everyday life If 
one takes account of his past deeds one would realise 
the errois the repetition of which would even Record- 
ing to him be disastrous One’s soul is always Mxious 
to correct its j'ast errors Theie is no man of feeling 
who would not like to clean dirty spots from the canvas 
of his life Mam people seem desirous to be re-born 
bo that on the basis of their past expen- 
ences they would try to keep this new 
lease of life puie and above cntici&m Every one wrarts 
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The 1-eal life is a continuous stiuggle ■which liDes not 
end c^en with the sepaiatioii ot the soul from the bod^ 

'i cording to one tiad'tion one \>hi leaves useful 
knowledge altei him oi lea\cs lioliii''d cood Si’ orU. ■whose 
benefit continues after him or leaics naek good childen 
thej pra\ for him (and keep his mcmoiy fresh) then 
he Is liMng as le^jaids his actions arc concerned Life 
IS action llrn it, a compound of body and souh The 
bodv i, dependent on food The connection of the 
soul w'lth the body is impossible unless the lattci is in 
health} condition 

It the Quran makes mention ol those people who 
were debtio>ed because ol their neglect of the laws of 
Nature, it at the same time makes mention of those 
noble souls that were blessed witli piopluthood and 
gifted w'lth huge empires It speaks of justice and 
fairness oi I)a\id, Solomon, Joseph etc It speaks in 
eloquent terms of the might, powci, greatness, and 
justice of \lcxander One icrse leads that we send 
the Prophets with laws, taught them to diffci ftntiate 
between truth and falsehood ivc cicatcd iron which 
has immense utbt> God reveals these to those who 
would sacrifice for tnith remember God— great and 
mighty. He is not dependent on yoitr aid; youi vciy 
existence depends on him utilise the power of iron 
In the veise icfeicncc is made to all those inventions 
and discoveries on which icsts the progress of the 
medern age To-day only those nations aie at the 
helm of pow'cr that aic captains of mdiislty and aic 
masters of the foices that make for power 

FASTING IS A TEST OF FAITH 
AND SINCERITY. 

20 

All praises to Allah, the incicitul and Crmpas* 
sionatc, and ma> Ilis choicest Idessings be on Muham- 
mad who has been sent as a guide to humanity, making 
him tlie-idcal piophcl, an embodiment of the noblest 
and the most cherished virtues 

Of all foims of supplication fasting is the* '>ni* 
witli wl'ich shew and insincerity h<is the Ica^l to do 

8 
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It IS the best test of trust and sincerity E^ery man 
that fasts promises his God to abstain from eating and 
from all sorts of physical indudgcnces from ‘Sehri to 
Aitax* Nothing else can compel him tn fulfil his 
faith and sincerity From morn till c\e, m solitude 
6r iti company, he sticks to his iMiril lie docs not 
stoop to eating or drinking in solitude It dees not 
matter if no human eyes see him he feels the piesence 
bf God and suffice for him that his Cieator sees him 
Thcie is no force more powerful than the belief in an 
Omniscient and Omnipresent God This alone piompts 
him to stand the te'it of Fasting In fasting one !■; 
to abstain even from things which are otherwise legal 
It is to gain mastery over our low iraiings, in shoit 
to make the spirit tr.umph ovli the flesh Theie are 
two bases to make one good and temperate to check 
him from e\il and induce him to do gi'od When one’s 
attention is withdrawn from the low desires one is 
naturally diawii to higher things ^ ou can well 
imagine that when one is forbidden the use of things 
otherwise legal how much the power of icstramt in- 
creases in one for things which are already illegal and 
it IS likely that such a one would gradually grow to be 
rcallv good and temperate Ramzan is a month of 
spiritual ttamujg wherein one gets used to temperance 
no wonder God speaks of it as the best form of wmiship 
^ sa'V's 'that of all the godd actions the leward is ten- 
told and Fasting which is kept exclusively for Me 
(since there is no room for mbincenty) its reward is 
many fold i e , there is no limit to it In cae Haids 
■wc ha\e that m the Heaven there is a door called 
‘Riyan’ and only those will enter Paiadisc through it 
who observed fast 

Fasting is one ol the essentials of Islam Its 
denial IS ‘Kufr* and its unneccssarj avoidance sinful. 
It was also compulsory on the nations before the 
advent of Islam preserving its essential nature Islam 
added beauty to it difterentiating it from starvation 
It permitted eating and dnnkmg at night, nay lecom- 
mended ‘Sehri’ to facilitate Fasting It excused the 
sick from Fasting and allowed them to make U]) the 
balance when they attain health The Holy Quran 
says O ye believers Fasting has been prescribed on 
you as it was prescibed on those before you so that you 
may become good (or get used to it) and those of you 
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that ate sick make up the balance when you gain 
health Another \cise says the month of Ram/an is 
that when the Quran was revealed there is guidance 
in it for the people i e , in it are principles differentiat- 
ing good fiom I lad In this month Fasting IS compulsor^ 
on those in senses and in good health, but they who 
arc sick or on lournej may make up the balance later. 

In some rcligi Jiis Fasting is abstinence Ircm certai i 
kinds of eatables in that case many a poor and even 
some sick rich are keeping perpetual fast, foi example, 
to abstain from eating flesh ur to live on vegetables or 
simplv on iruits Such ab<?tinence does not deserve lO 
be called lasting it doe«. not ofter one real training 
in sclf-Lontiol and patience Now ponder im 4 
moment over the Fast of the Muslims From dawu 
till sunset taking of anything is forbidden, not only 
this but various actions have been prescribed that 
would assist the pui'fication of our soiul In one Hadis 
we ha\e that there aie some who do not enjoy the 
hint ol lasting they abstain from eating .ind 
dnnkmc, even keep awake at night but do not abstain 
from other evil Ihuig , from telling lies, backbiting and 
so forth From this it is clear that Fasting is a real 
spiritual training Even after keeping Fast if one 
does not spiritually elevate, become good and tempe- 
rate, it IS a miseralile misfortune Anothei Hadis 
sa>s that Fasting is a shield when the fasting one 
must abstain from evil talks and guard against evil, 
even if some body ittacks you or speaks evil of you 
do not retort but just sa^ I am fasting 

During sickress abstinence from certain things is 
more conducive than medicine itself In some diseases 
we need to eject unhealthy matter It is very neces- 
sary to clear the held of weeds and germs for fruitful 
glow til In the like manner Fasting kills the germs 
of sin in man and in ifs place sows seeds of temperance 
and goodness The woid foi Fasting in Arabic ,is 
‘Saum* which nic; ns to abstain, abstain not 
'Saum' which means to abstain, abstain not 
merely from eatmg and drinking but 
from all sorts of physical indulgences Ramzan like 
other Islamic injunctions is also to strengthen social 
solidarity Firstly, checks have been put ott indtlt* 
viduals, who- are made to realise the pangs pf 
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and thirst, and aie secondly prompted to benevolence 
and kindness towards their less fortunate brethren 
Hence increased chanty has been iccommended during 
Ramzan A Hadis explicitly lays down that if during 
Ramzan one does not abstain from telling lies and 
doing evil God has no need for his starvation Another 
Hadis tell us that in Ramzan the Holy Prophet was the 
most charitable so much so that nothing used to remain 
with him j 

SHAB-E-OADR OR THE NIGHT 
OF MAJESTY 
21 

, All piaises to the mciciliil and Compassionate, 

and may IJf- rhoice^-t blessings be on Muhammad who 
has been sent ab a guide to humanitv, making him the 
ideal prophet, an embodiment o[ the noblest and the 
most chciibhed virtues 

Brethren* God has given a \eiy high status 
to soul the true facts of ^\hlch would be known only 
in the hereafter with oui limited knowledge we tan 
not e'^en understand our own self Many truths 
regarding -oul would be revealed only after death At 
present our standard of judgment is mateual What- 
e\ei we hear or see we do with cur physical senses 
and we are influenced to a large extent by evur sur- 
roundings We are lured by things sweet and beauti- 
ful, in short we are enamoured by eaithly pleasures 
What, it we can only realise the emptiness of the show 
But ?las, that realisation uomes onl^ h'o late in the 
day 

Gi»d, in all His mercy, selected people to guide 
hum amt > and to make them aware of things hidden to 
common eye +hese guides were selected on merit 
of their spintutil attainment They were sent 
rcvelcilions with which to lead the people 
The salvation of humanity lies in following the 
foot-steps |of the Prophets The Piophets- came to 
this world as exemplars and paiticularly Muhammad, 
the last of the Prophets, who ga\e the world such a 
simple and workable plan of action as stands un« 
challenged, 
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to e\ctde the puck of conbcieiiLe, ii.iv some e\eii look to 
Death to gn c them relief P>ut it is as lamenting' ov^r 
an airow that ha I hcen shot oi ^aln^\ ci\ing foi th" 
time that is ijast \Vill depiessiun and dej-ectiun av?* 
anylhirg Init tell niiini >our health That ■which is pti.SL 
can never be re-tia^ed and neither can we a\oid the 
feelings rL our ])itst faults On one hand Reason arguea 
foi patience, but or the other hand the heart continues 
to keep one impatient \dmitting the adMsibility of 
Reason's decision \ et man refiains fiom accepting it 
rhiloso )h\ hpirls that one must beai the biunt of ones 
own acltnns but the siniit is to weak to bear it 

The woild IS a place nf Causes and EQcits A 
cause gi\en piodnces certain tliects \. wise iicison is 
one who instead ol \ainly lamenting o\ei the past pic- 
pares for the futuic — gathers his energies and moves to 
action He h\cs the goal and stines with all his might 
and n'ain to reacii it, nay awakens his c( mmunity to 
its dut\ and spin it to mo\c towaids the desired 
end Iht wtllaic (jf a nation dcpeinls the well- 
being oL iis indnidual membeis and of the community 
as a unit \ud theie are lactors governing each of them 
ind unless those factors aie utilised success is well 
mgh impossible *he future of such a community can- 
not be nf a sine nature It is the duty of e\ery ruic 
gifted with ftnesight to l«dve a thorough account of his 
pa->t, take Icssmis liom it and tiy to aMud the lepctr 
ton of those eiiuis the burnt of wdiich he had to 
beai If he cannot make up the loss of his past faults 
at Icc'St he mu t liy to lefiam fiom their repetition* 
The most fortunate man is he who does not become a 
bad example foi others but wisely takes lessons from 
otheis And luc].\ arc they who become models and 
exemplars not nnl) (oi then family but for the whole 
ccmniumt.^ and tlie nation Ponder otei the ' Namaz ^ 
in Islam in the ‘Faiz* and besides, in ‘Sunnat’ and 
‘Nafir the faithial lepcats the biua Al-Fatiha wherein 
is stated O’ Ood guide us on the Right Path and grant 
us strength to iicad the Right Path, (and the Right 
Path IS not something chalked out by us) the Path that 
has been trodden over by the nghteuus and the blessed 
ones A verse in the sixteenth chapter of the Quran 
relating to the righteous cues says they are those whom 
God has blessed they are the Prophets, the Saints, the 
Truthful ones and the martyrs and adds how pure they 

9 
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are This veise is a commeutaiv on the \eise of Sura 
Fatiha quoted ibove We are asked m our fi\ c rlaiU 
prayers to fr lluw the path of such luminaries and w c 
pray God to ifiie us strength to conquer the ■ueakncsi 
of the flesh bj the strength of the soul Tn olhei words 
everyday we are fr}miied several times to follow the 
footsteps of the righteous ones and at the same lime to 
look to God to strengthen our will and determinatum 
Ouc \ersc says that they who sauifice then peison and 
proper Iv for us or in the attempt to reach the goal we 
shall show them our path (the right path) and bung 
them to success Fiom this it is clear that a Muslim’s 
life IS a crusade, thsough and tlnough and his crown- 
ing quality is the life of the Piophets whese chaiactciis- 
tic feature is crusade against the lower sell Aii> tiling 
material or spiiitual is got onl\ through elloit The 
thing which is more piecicus leijuiies greater eltoit 
Wnci’ a faithful disdains the lower craMiigs shuns the 
so-r ailed loys of caith, he enters an arena where tlicic 
IS celestial happiness irn soul, where c\ei> obiect is a 
thing of |oy for cv'cr 'I'he reiv thought of such a 
Paradise (iffers us pleasuie and the faithful looks for 
the day when he would he free from corporal bondage 
and be cniojing in the 'limitless Abode of Peace’ A 
Faithful does not 'ook to death as the end of lite he 
soars much higher he stin es fen something eternal 
Islam has propose/:! sincere lepentance to a\oid tlie 
effects of tins limited eailhl) sequrn to supersede the 
lite perpetual It has likened despair to distrust in the 
All-Merciful and asks us to be always hopeful of His 
unbounciec* meicy Blessed are they who have faith in 
the Last Da> and ere piepanng themsehes for it good 
action and sersice to humanity is then marked charac- 
teristic their piiropse of life is individual and social 
wclfaie God has proMded factors to arouse the care- 
less and educate tne learned The Mussalmaiis must 
renjemher the days when the Quran was first revealed, 
th Quian which infused life into a lifeless ])eople Thai 
blessed month is now come m which the Muslims gave 
the world the message of service and sacrifice Conic, 
let us inu<iter undei the same standard and gam glory 
both here and in the hereafter 
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WE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
OUR OWN RUIN 

24 

All praises to Allah, the meiciful and Compassioralc, 
and may His choicest blessings be ou Muhimmad who 
has been sint as a guide to humanity, making him the 
ideal piophet, an embodiment of the noblest and the 
mrst cheiisbea virtues 

& gical and gluiious L.ord, Thou art above oui 
players and piaiscs All that we are and all that we 
liaie ne Thine gills We grow in the showci of Thy 
Mciiy If tongues be put in all the paiticles of the 
ea’th Cicn that shall fall short of returning thanks 
for Thy bounteous blessings, mercy and munifiLcncc 
The power ol tongue and iien fails to recount Thy 
fai ours This inLompctencc bespeaks our Innitation 
and maiks us out as servitors of Him who is the 
Mastei of all This realisation (cf our littleness and 
His gieatnessj is Jman’ this is Islam The heart 

that one sinks in the sea of ‘Tawhecd’ swims for 

ever d becomes cleansed and pure it i caches the 

Divine precincts, the very goal towards which we 

exert. 


The month of Ramzan is past Eacl followed 
The i-LopIc celclnatcd it mcruly, greeting and em- 
uKuing each other A wave of unity, of Jove, of 
brothcrlmcss lan thiough the entire MiivSlini "world 
But ah I there arc a few unfoitiinate houses that re- 
mained the centre of soirow even on this day of uni- 
^eisal rejoicing Theic are many who look askance 
foi a full meal, theie «ire many children who have 
been denied the lo\ing protection of Ihcir father, 
there are others who are sick and invalid and there 
ait yet oiheis lying uneasy on their death bed. 
Blessed aic they who, do not forget misery m happi- 
ness, sickness in health, and death in life, nay help 
and protect others legarding their sorrows and suf- 
feinigs as then own 0^ Muvshmsi take lessons from 
the life of the Prophet and follow the footsteps of 
this gieatest of guide who launched a vigorous cam- 
paign cigamst capitalism and took upon himself the 



I, 68 ) 


task t£ protecting the pool and the weak He found 
the world enslaved by man-made distinctions and by 
his universal message of Equality and Fraternity he 
shattered all those artificial shackles The Quran 
abounds with this message of equality and demcn 
cracy, but alas our leaders misintei preted them; they 
withdrew the attention of the people from taking an 
interest in the aflairs of the wcrld they directed 
their energies in the wiong channels, they adopted 
such urong methods of infusing the spiiit of service 
to others as has made the poor a diudge on society, 
dependent on others, with the roll of years the 
numbei of these dependents increased and as a result 
weakened the face of Tslam, the force once famous for 
its readiness, vigour and \itality Forbearance, pa- 
tience and perseverance earned them honour and 
glory these laised then status in tlic eyes of the 
world It was then spirit of scivicc and wSaciifice 
that won them the distinction they attained Unfor- 
tunately tor the Muslims then leadership passed into 
the hands cf those that weie themselves in no way 
practical and far away fiom sening as models In- 
stead of following the footsteps of their worthy an- 
cestors and infusing in them a simeie zeal for works 


and a true spirit of seiMce they lulled them tev in- 
activity and sleep They either could not explain the 
people the true signilicance of patience and, content- 
ment or being desiious of usurping their wealth they 
gave vicious uiterpictations They themselves became 
idle and easy-going, a prey to earthly attractions, 
gieedv and avaricious Their speeches and writings 
which aimed at diverting the attention of the people 
for everything worldly are largely to be blamed in 
making people idle and inaitne they dulled the en- 
thusiasm of the people and destroyed their zeal of 
action Many preached this wrong doLtiine out of 
sincerity and they themsehes thus lost all interest in 
the economic, political and social welfare of the peo- 
ple It is for this reason that most of our sermons 
shew an utter lack of these subiects A few of the 
baneful results that followed therefrom are the fol- 
lowing The seimons m the mosques and elsewhere 
became devoid of everything political, social and eco- 
nomic, and people began to look with suspraon if 
anv such subject were mentioned As a result we 
San to lose sll interest « them and consequently 
vr? have lost the leadership -which was once ours. 
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Our place has now been taken up Dy those whoi 
though they be backward in leligious sphere have 
taken a leading interest in those subjects The pity 
of Dities is that if there is a talk or discourse on any 
of these topics our people refuse to call it a 'Khut- 
ba’ of Waz’ but style it only as ‘lecture' (and as 
not so much worthy of attention ) But it is a fact 
that the sermon of our ancestors used to inspire the 
hearer«t with a zest of life, of action, of sacrifice 
Sometimes while delivering seimons the Prophet used 
to glow with feivour and as a result the hearers 
were aroused In, action ^ny action that can give a 
nation a status o^ ei otheis is an 'ibadat* Any action 
that results in good is Tbadat' fpiayei) Tf this is so 
there is no reason why those actions Ije discarded or 
disregarded that gr' towards national welfaie To-day 
our Ignorance is due to this carelessness It is high 
time that we change our course of action, study these 
subjects and preaih them so that we once again as- 
sume the leadership that was once ours The giving 
of ‘Zakat' and ‘Fitrah’ aic not tci make people de- 
pemlents but must encomage all concerned to at- 
teri'pt and achieve, succeed and pi ogress We must 
create in us the lo\e of action, the spint to sacrifice, 
and Ihe zeal to live a dignified life 

OURAN—THE ONLY PLAN OF 
ACTION OF THE MUSLIMS, 

25 

All praises to Allah, the merciful and Compassionate, 
and may His choicest blessings be on Muhammad who 
has been sent as a guide to humanity, making him the 
ideal prophet, an embodiment of the noblest and the 
most cheiisbed viitues 

After eleven months Ramzan came to arouse 
the dead and awake the asleep For the last thirteen 
centuries it has been arousing the Muslims and shall 
continue to do' so till the end of time It weans us 
from physical indulgences, from earthly devotion, and 
infuses m us fresh vigour The ‘Taraweeh', the 'Za- 
kat’, the Fast itself breathes in us a new life At 
present the progress of society, the growth of nations 
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is based on demonstrations, on celebrations of memo- 
nal days and so forth In the Ramzan the Muslim 
Ccmmunity goes through its plan of action as offered 
in the Quran During this period the Mussalmans go 
through a strenuous spiritual exercise and prepare 
themselves to face the battle of life with added ener- 
gy* vigour and courage It is possible that after the 
Ramzan the old temptations may come again, >et 
there is no denying the fact that the hearts of the 
Muslims are much more purified now than what they 
weie a month back and as such more m a position to 
resist temptations If the heart is not purified during 
this month the layer of sin only tends to multiply 
A Hadis says that every sin means a dark spot on 
the heart (i e , the purity of the heart is impaired) 
If repentance is not recoursed to, the black spot 
spread (i e , eiil encioaches upem the good) Our 
soul I'- subservient to oui nature The former dyes 
Itself in the lolour of the latter And when one 
paint becomes fixed it is difficult and sometimes im- 
possible for it to receive any other colour So it is 
very essential that children are coloured in good 
hues from the very start It is for this leason that 
we aie asked to train our children to say prayers 
from the age of seven and eien to chastise them for 
the same at the age of ten This will imbue them 
with Islamic spirit This spirit is achieved not 
through Philosophy and postulation but through 
practice Islamic environment is its best training 
ground A Hadis says that every child born is a 
Muslim and it is the parents that deviate him from 
the light religion 

The Ramzan trains one in Islamic spirit We arc 
repeatedly asked not to lose this opportunity Wc are 
commanded to conquer the flesh and a gieat reward 
IS promised us A Hadis says that there is a night 
in the last ten nights which is better than a thousand 
nights, nay a thousand months, look out for that 
night It means that by this means the last ten 
nights at least may be spent in prayer and supplica- 
tion which may ultimately triumph the spirit over 
the flesh In one Hadis we haie that on every odd 
night (such as twenty-first, twenty-third etc ) the 
Prophet used to say espeaal prayers and used to 
spend the last ten days in the Mosque, This he con- 
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timied till his death This is called ‘Aitekaf’ During 
lliCaC ijights he also used to awake his family mem- 
bers One Hadis says that he who prays the whole 
night in all sinierity on the night of Majesty all his 
sms shall be foigncn All sms aie forgiven by sin- 
cere lepentaiice except the lights ot one's fellow- 
men This means that our sins are pardtmed provid- 
ed our repentance is sincere i e , if we repent and 
promise to lead a Mrtuous life in future 

The month ol R.im/aii especially the last nights 
Liiligh^iis a JMusliiii’s hcait Milh the light of Faith, 
tliL hi^ht Dnme, one who is thus enlightened can 
iieAer tail a jjiC} to temptations UnPntunate aic 
tbc> who get this chance and yet do nut utilise Is- 
lam a. ms at puiil>ing and ele^^atlng the soul 'Ihcy 
who get used to. sm do not slum it ff even alLei 
sincere lepeiitaiicc one is lined by the cmI it only 
piu\es that the lepcntancc was not up to the mark 
r»icthieni Lieate th^s spiiit of icpenl.ince m }ou, pon- 
Jci tivei \oui duties and ij \nu aic to pay the *Za- 
kat' see that }ou ha\e iullillcd the demand They to 
whom it is due aie loitering lotind vuur doors, do 
you respond to the iiy of the needy and legitimate- 
ly take pnde in giving them^ And if you have be- 
come fond of people loitering about your house and 
that you aie indifteient and that you maltreat them, 
lernembei instead of gaining any reward you will 
^et punishment in return You pay Zakat for His 
sake, then pay it honourably to those who deserve 
it, the needy and the poor It must be remembered 
tnat they who receive the Zakat are redeeming you 
of your duty and of an incumbent responsibihtj . He 
needs to be thanked for helping us xn paving oui 
w'ay to Heaven Besides your deserving kith and 
kill, the needy and the poor it needs to be paid to 
help the orphans and the widows, it is also our duty 

to spend libciall} in the cause nf leligioii, m mis- 

sionaiy activities and so foith U is uui bouuden 

duty to acquaint the iieople with the Tiuth. Some- 

times people while spending mcmey in good cause 
use such terms as spoil all the reward that would 
have otherwise resulted They give either to oblige 
someone or through somebody’s pressure And when 
they give to some poor man or even a missionaxy 
they give with a contempt The Quran condemns all 
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thib in unspaiing lei ms It says that good words 
ire better than that almsguing which hurts An- 
<»ther verse says that thc\ speak of then obligation, 
tell them it is Islam’s obligation on jou \t another 
place It says. O’ Yc Faithful rl(j not louse the reward 
of >oiir Zakat b> speaking of it as a fatoui 

The gieatest sigmlicante of Ramzan is the ie\c- 
latinn of the Quiau, a corajilete plan of action Di- 
leit guidance cC the Quran is the need and this is 
onl\ possible if >ou icad it with understanding and 
lot ’ the purpose of piactiungn it II the Muslim 
Community once again gets into diiecl touch with 
ihe Quran it will again breathe with life Tlic Qu- 
laii IS the fust and the last plan of action of the 
Muslims 

EAD THE STANDARD BEARER 
OF HAPPINESS 


26 

All praises to Allah, the merciful and Compas- 
sionate, and may His choicest blessings be on Muham- 
mad whe* has been sent as .i guide to humanity, making 
him the ideal piojihet. an embodiment of the noblest 
<iud the most Mrtues 


The most glorious is that eternal God whose 
pirase shall be sung till the end of time He alone 
is great and gloiious He is peifect and eternal, 
others ere ephemeral He is the Cieator, all others 
His creature He is mighty and stiong all others 
weak before Him He is not subject to death or 
decay He is One. the Indivisible, the UncemparaWe 
Even the great Prophets and the angels aie but His 
servitors To-day tht parting of Ramzan will testify 
to our firmness of resolution, our motives and our 

actions. 


The Ead crescent is seen on the Western sky but 
looks weak and pale, perhaps it is moved to this situa- 
tion by the record of our deeds It has put a pwe 
v«l on its face being unable to stand the sight of the 
blood-smeared picture of human actions The horizon 
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vviicie the moon has appeared is itself blood-ied and 
this nikt ■sMthout meaning TL leminds the vairmg 
hun'fiT'U oi Its dimes and s hut Hic descent *ilba 
leiiiinds Ub ot tliL. bil\u lining in lLl dail. lI. u I, oi Hi-, 
mercy that shall foigne man iii< LI juclv aLi’uns but 
that v^he^ one has lepenlcd and icpentod sinceiely 
Admis'-ion of guilt and sinceic penitencL shall vin Hi'^ 
bountcaub compassion that shall cleanse and puiify 

O' lad LiesLciiL puL a ,eil o^li olu sms are 

enniL^lied m caithh rtU actions, in physical indul- 
gences \\e aie lai awa^ tiOiii IsUiiuc alinosi^ here and 
IslaniL cT.iiiouncliii2s Tlieic oil aiLiac lions jii all 
sides, tliL matciial ] 0 \^ aic lUMlm-, the pli/sioal 
pleasuics aie seducing, the ilesh is being alLi acted by 
Ibe magnet ot sihci and gold A nalioii glows 
thioiigh culture and education, unless the t^ave ot life 
surges thiough the nations \ciii u is dead to presei\e 
national honoui and iiiLegnt^ the spin! of seiMcc and 
srciifice IS the onl} need, cciuall} e'^sentuil is acquain- 
tance uith one’s na'-L, but ala^ these aie the vciy 
things that aic on the wane in U'-i Oui spiritual torce 
befnie which the world shook ij uow^ wcakcuod by 
internal dissension and division The wa\c of scepti- 
cism from West is spreading its poisonous gas among 
oiu >oath With all this c\ciy he?it looks for the 
rt\nal ot past glciy, of old tiatciiiity, ot old spirit of 
mutual sympathy and i o-opei atinn of old real of 
cf seiMcc and saeiificc After a deep slmnbei we 
mutual sympathy and to-opci ation, ot old zeal 
ha\c at last awoke, we have begun to realise oiu own 
failings and tins is a good omen 

witness we ha\e kept the Fa-t and spent the 
month in doing all that was good Wc ‘^aid the 

‘'rarawech* and wc paid the ‘Zakal Wc did our 

bc-t tu soar to highu lealms ami piobabK uur actions 
v/f'uld no lomrci fmce us uj shod bh'od then alone 
will oui Ead be Fad in the tuicsL Hmsc n£ the term 

IJless us, mb and ]iooi with ical jojs and hapj)i- 
nrss Infuse in us the spint of and protcctl•^r 

(he oiiihan and the widow, of cdiuatin^ and icfininci 

Mil' children Make us the moth of the lamp of 

Islam May the believers in God and His Prophet 
use up once again to piocUun the Tiuth with such 

lo 
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determination fervoui and zeal as Mould burpn&e the 
Moild and shov them that these aic the followers of 
Muhammed (May Peace be ujmn him) the standard 
hearcib of ‘Tav'liced’ who made the Morld echo with 
the inessaift, ol PeaLC, uhn acquainted the woild with 
the natural uliKum who saiiificed their person and 
piopert> m the was at God, M'ho followed the footsteps 
of A,bvi Bakr, Um.ir, O'maii and All (May their souls 
be bie-.sed) Oui liuc ICad will be on the day when 
thcs< ti.'it'- cjiut again become our own 

IjaiiiJc is tailing out, O’ Muslim remember 
3 CHu f' rgoltcn lesson You aie unfortunate if thirty 
da>s of fast pia\eis and reading of Quran has not 
made >ou a better man It Ihebc Iiaio failed pray 
M'hat leme'K •'h.iM i.uit jou O’ Muslims arise, and 
with a ch.Lii'Jie i-f diCbS change 30111 htarts also and by 
so dou'g mnkr vour io\ > lasting Help and educate 
y«'Ui less initunatc Intlhicn Gi\e ‘Zakat’ and 
‘Fitrah’ to Mhoin thes aie due and thus save society 
ftom the curse of beggai\ and raise the status of the 
LommuniU, Besides your adherence to the 'Pillars* of 
Islam be liue to loir patents kith ind kn and neigh 
bouis loo Be honest be true to v>jur piomise, honour 
301I1 plcdi’L lefiaiii tnun eiil bi temperate, be kind 
and cnnsideiale, foijjUc othcis and God shall forgiie 
MU These v ib gne itm the leal )ov of Ead 

THE PATH OF ACTION 

A.!! piaisci tn Allah, the meitiful and Compassionate, 
and niav llis cho-cest blessings be on !RIuhaminad who 
has been sent 15 a guide to humanit3, making him the 
ideal pioi»hi.l, an embodiment of the noblest and the 
most ilieiishcd viitucs 

Brethicn in Islam' In stimons pievious to thisl have 
dealt with ‘Nama/, Ro/a and Zakat’, then meaniug and 
plulosu])hy 1 have also dealt with the cause of our 
piescnl degeneialion and llic need of infusing ourselves 
with the will to act and also suggested ways to that 
end, 1 told you that 'we aie the c<iuse of our rum* 
it is our ignorance of the law of life that is icsponsible 
To-day I shall deal with them at some length 
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The causes that led the West to supeisedc the 
Ea^t \/vere present from a long time, but ^^e kept the 
people m darkness regarding them and l ourselves 
ignoied their possible results It .s a fact that our 
cduceitioii -v^as in our hands, the medium of instruction 
was Eastern and our own scholais weic our teachers, 
the crrriciilum was in no wa> alien and the patrons 
of learning wcie our own people The object of teach- 
ng was to cnilize and refine our per/ple, our ed'fica- 
lon and our welfaie was the aim If onlv we had 
e?hsed w^hich way the wind bleu and suited our sys- 
em to the lequiiements of the lime most surely we 
would not ha\ e fallen a prev to the line ot the West 
li onh- we had not contended h} pleaching people 
patience and contentment but had pi cached a gospel 
of action we would not have fallen on these bad days 
1 \ oui teachers had been practical persons, fond of 
real knowledge, of ait and industiy then most surely 
our present state would ha^c been something different 
The secret of our success lies in our high standard of 
moiahty, in our zeal to act, in niii tine giasp of facts 
tind in our capacity to comi>etc with other nations. To 
succeed we must ‘ciusade’ in c\eiy walk of life and 
that for His sake We ha\e oui pieacheis and teach- 
ers and they dn their work, the piescription is all 
right but the defect lies m the diagnosis of the disease 

Nations ha^e age and theic are stages in their 
life As in oui life we ha%c a change of requnements 
fiom uhildhood to old age and many changes come 
upon ouisehes dining that period so also in the va- 
rious stages in a nation's life there arc marked 
changes in their education, culture, growth, status and 
so loith The object and the ideal may be the same 
but the difference lies m their methods of achie^ c- 
ment 

Nations fall Mctim to collective diseases, and 
there are difleiences m the diseases too To diagnose 
those diseases and picsciibe a really useful prescrip- 
tion IS the work only of a good physician 

The Muslim community too has passed thiough 
vaiious periods and the period through which she is 
passing at present is the most delicate The disease 
IS sciious and there dearth of good physicians But 
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the Musabn.ins hold the icmcdy in then hands for ths 
Oman staled in diitcrent places as a ^guide, cure 
and Hc\ssiii£»’ It has solulion foi all pioblcms of all 
ages It sa\s Suicl> tins (Oman) is the best guide 
Icadinn to the nghl Taih It is m lull the plan-of- 
aclioii *)f the rii)phLU <l guide foi futiiie Cut to uti- 
li‘-e tins lemcily moic ica^-on than knowledge is le- 
q lined 


(lod saiih that ho whom lie has not given the 
sight, no I'thci light bonclits him, ic, he lemams in 
daikiiL'ss Jl icqiincvs leason to understand, be the 
llimg maleiial oi siniitual, Wc reqinrc such physi- 
Lian h'l Lining our malciial and spiritual diseases as 
aie iifil only mlII ^Clscd in Kiionkdge but iiiuUrsland 
lilo apd us pioblLin , tbusc who laii iiiideisland eco- 
iioniic and nolilual intiua'ies and aic able to offer 
solulion 111 those ills, those who iindcisland the pic- 
sent filiation u[ the woild and aie able to fiiinish us 
with all oui icquiiements And they must acquaint 
the commonalty with these facts, warn them and 
gunlc them along iigbt channels Cy these alone can 
they prcpaie the nation to compete with their contem- 
pt)! aitc^ It they answei to all Iheir needs they will 
not be in need to go to, non-*Miisluns foi the study and 
the nndci standing o[ the same 

Oin ‘Ulemas’ fail to undcistand the modem piob- 
Icnis and those who understand them regard icligion 
as op’jiobeil to i»fliliLs TTow then can there be mutual 
imdcrstcmding’^ 'J''hc^ differ in Ihcir angle of vision 
and in then .ittitiido, each has an cnliiclv diffcicnt 
soil of ciuiTcnla, eath grows in a diftoicnl ciiMion- 
eath Inis a ddlorcnt conisc of actuin and diffci- 
enl uleals loo The result is that thcie is no love lost 
bcUvocn them, nay each is opposed to the other There 
Mn be no doubt about the fate ot the poor person, 
w'ho IS Slid ei mg from the disease, whosic tw'o physi- 
ci ins reach contiary conclUvSions after their diagnosis 
and lonscquenlly suggest prescriptions opposed to 
each ( ther A good physician is one who is not a 
mere specialist only in one bianch but is faiily well ac- 
cjiuainted with the other branches also* 

It i& high time that we shake our old lethargy 
and frankly admit our failings. Then theie aie two al- 
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lernatn es, either ■v^e enable ourselves to take the lead 
cr icfiie from the field and save the community from 
debiruLtion This holds good both for political and 
ieli{?*i 0 us leaders, one mistake nf the learned misleads 
a whole world It is highly essential that our educa- 
tirral centies and our Mosques be turned into houses 
of culture, real leaining and rationalism This is only 
possible if we change our cuiricula and alter our sys- 
tem of education and w^hen e ha^ e as our guide those 
who are thnioughly acquainted with cur sundry re- 
quiiements 

TiiLlhren in Islam » the month of Haj (pilgrimage) 
has enme It is long since that the cry has been sent 
up asking us to muster at the centre at least once in 
oi'i lifetime Betiides religious significance it bears 
man\ olher icsults good it were if only the 

leadcis of the Muslim coiiimiinity put their heads and 
sho^’l lers together and wwk out an useful plan for 
the communitj as a whole and work upon it after 
they ictuin to then respectue countries 

THE HAJ 

28 

All praises to Allah, the merciful and Compas- 
sionate and may His choicest blessings be on Muham- 
mad who has been sent as a guide to humanity, making 
him thc-idccil piophet, an embodiment of the noblest 
and the most cherished virtues 

Biethieiil Of the fi\e pillars of Islam, Haj is 
an important jiillar ‘Namaz' and ‘Roza* are mostly 
Dh> steal -which the rich and the poor can alike perform 
‘7akaL' cm the othci hand deals with the monetary 
side ol tilt! i>roblcm it loin lies uur purse and the money 
IS to be utilised ior the social welfare of the society 
The llai’ cumbmes both jihases of the question it is 
incumbent on Ihnse wlio can altord to bear tht expenses 
and those who aic physicallv fit to perform it It is 
compulsory om c in a life time and the more times you 
perfoim the bcttci 

It has elements of Jihad (ciusade) in it Once the 
Piophet addicssing the womenfolk said that “youi 
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Jihad IS Haj,” Fiom this two things are clear Firstly 
that It IS not ^cry high of man to be content with that 
Jihad which eicn the tender ladies can perform. Se- 
condly those who do not paitake e\en of this Jihad 
are w'orst than ladies E\en though Haj is a difficult 
thing but considering the present facilities it ill behoves 
to call it difficult In spite of all this if the nch fail to 
perform it, it only bespeaks their lack of zeal and fer- 
vour God IS all-knowing He knew it would be diffi- 
cult foi the faithfuls to peiform Haj eveiy year, so He 
n>ade it incumbent (.nly once in a life time and left to 
our ontion to lepcal it* There 's a verse in the Holy 
QiiiPn which says that God does not make demand on 
any one bejond his capacity Hence it is evident that 
■what aU he has ordained is W'cll within our capacity to 
perform 

The \cise that deals with the Haj says that Haj is 
made Lomjmlsi'ij on those who can afford it We hear 
the same thing in connection with Fasting It says 
that God does not intend to put you in difficulties He 
only desires to smoothen your path The purpose of 
relig’on is the elevation of the soul He has shown us 
different ways to the end To reach the goal to which 
the soul is destined it must go by stages and degrees, 
strengthening itself at every point The more he be- 
come'> self-saciificing the highei he soars and he realises 
that all his sacrifices of person and property stand no 
comparison to Him His heart is full of loie foi Him 
To inculcate this spirit comes next only to our compul- 
sory Duties This was found m abundance in the Pro- 
phe+s and as a result they become the vanguards of 
human force The sacrifice of the disciples of the Pro- 
phet IS enough to keep us stunned We are asked to 
create the same spint m us so as to appioach neai them 


1 f you want to succeed you will have to bear all the 
difficulties in its way For petty worldly things you 
wony yourself Why not show anxiety for that on 
which depends your salvation ’ The one chief charac- 
teristic of Haj is ‘sacrifice* which takes us back to that 
sacrificing soul called Abraham. The History of Islam 
oegan with sacrifices After performing Haj one gets 
closer to the spirit of sacrifice shown by Abraham. It 
infuses in one the true ‘Muslim’ spirit. We have be- 
fore us the example of vauous prophets, more espeaally 
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of the last of the Prophets Then spirit of sacrifice 
offers us true guidance The exertion of every great 
man towards achieving’ the goal ot success is worthy of 
emulation 

The world is a place of action Nothing is achiev- 
ed Aitbout exertion This is the law of God He does 
not stand in any need of our prayers and praises He 
IS self-sufficient A verse says that if even the whole 
world becomes pious that would not enhance my pres- 
tige At another place the Quran says that if all of you 
degenerate even to the \ery lowest depth of degradation 
that shall not injure my kingdom From these it is 
clear that whatever we do it is for our own good 

The purpose of this international gathenng at the 
time of Haj is noble If we understand and work upon 
it, it shall bring us success both spiritual and material 
A verse says O' Prophet pioclaim to all the message of 
Haj so that all may muster at the centre and pm in 
the deliberations for their mutual good The first thing 
that we learn is that whatever we do is for our own 
gooQ God is above these The Arabic word Tnsan^ 
corres from 'uns* or sympathy and Islam is the message 
if Peace and sympathy One ^t^&e savs that he who 
liters the Kaba’ enters the House cf Refuge Think 
or yourself if the meaning of sympathy is any other 
ihan Peace Eiery individual attains the much cherish- 
ed goal of Peace by accepting and working upon the 
message of Islam, the message of Peace When he 
performs the Hai he gams the blessings of Abraham, one 
of the first proclaimers of Islam Before going to Haj 
the Muslims are commanded to perform congregational 
prayers, daily, weekly and yearly by these they are to 
infuse social and corporate life in them these shall 
create better relations among the Muslims these shall 
strengthen their social solidantA The ‘Friday' and the 
‘Ead* seimons aie t\pected to acquaint the people be- 
side othci things with political and cconcmiic matters 
These are excellent ways of educating the people and 
our slackness in this regard is an unpardonable sin 
Our 'Ulemas' and the wealthy ones are equally to be 
blamed for this If Muslims are organised in their local 
rentres and send their good representatives to 'Haj' to 
woik out a common plan of action lu conjunction with 
otheis the future of the Muslims will be bright. A 
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\ erbc m the Quran refers to the same thing It sa> , that 
a b(‘dy must gathei tngcthei (at a ccntie) to understand 
religions so that they 'niaj uller guidanic to olhers 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HAJ 

2 ') 


All praisf's tc \llah, the merciful and Compasiinidtc 
and may IIis (.hoicest hlcbsingb he on Aluhamniad who 
hat heen ^c’lt as a guide to humanity, making him the 
ideal prophet, an emhodimenl of the noblest and the 
most chcnsl'.ed lirtucs 

Tirsthren m [slam ' 

’I'o'^dji 1 sli.ill deal with the sigmlicancc of Haj 
liaj ab has been f\i»lamcd pieMtin‘'lv, i' that form of 
piaser uh'ch buipahscs the rest In it wo ha\c the 
Icb&oii of 'Jihad in the way of the Lord.' in othei words 
itit teaches us to sacrifice oui all in the name ot .'dloli 
The Loro saith ihec are the Faithful micb who believe 
in the L.iid ind thi I'rophct and do nut doubt it and 
who bacrificc then perbon and piopeity in the way of 
the Loi d They alone arc true in their cl uni of 1 .lam 
In inanv places in the Hoh Quian mention is made of 
Jihad immediately after llaj Apait from this thmc 
IS much semblance between Haj and Jihad At the 
appointed lime the Ilajib muster on the plains of 
Antat all m one uniform The scene is unique m its 
display of equality and democracy The pilgiims have 
hettei commanded to lefrain from indulging m anything 
that causey dissension They are asked to be pious, 
teinpciate and lOMiig. They are oidaincd to shun 
pnde and arrogance and arc asked to be meek and 
humhlc They are asked not to waste their time but 
to utilise them usefully They are asked to show 
sympathy ^’o tlieir less fortunate brethieu, to aid and 
help them Among the Hajis we find a umfoimity 
and a discipline found only among well-trained aimies 
The pilgrims are the soldiers of the Lord who have 
gatlicrecl to battle against the greatest enemy of man — 
his ba«er self and his lower ciavings. Unless we conquer 
the flesh the spint does not tiiumph and this triumpl 
of spirit IS the very purpose of Haj 
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Thp tratheniig of the Hajis displays the glor> of 
Islam It creates amongst tlie Muslims a spirit of 
meekness, of tolerance, of love and brotlTerlmess 
Usually on days of rejoice one tends to be haughty 
but heie we have rejoicing coupled with meekness and 
combined with repentance The Hajis “iiipplicate before 
the I ord in all humility, praying for the forgiveness 
of their sms and beseeching divine blessing 

Before one sets tor the Haj he has to clear all dues 
and clean his slate of all dust and dirt and has toi ask 
toigi\eness if he had wronged any One must go to 
Haj ^\lth one’s own honest earnings On the way he 
IS ordained not to hurt any, nay not even the insects 
And when one puts on the 'Ihram* he must do so with 
the feeling that he has turned a new. leaf, that he has 
discatdcd the garb of 'greed and grab’ and has put on a 
clean dress, white and pure And when he prostrates 
before the Loid he must do so with the hope of being 
blessed i ith Divine favouis he must beseech God for 
His b'e=3in{r, mercy and munificence 

The Haji prays the Lord saying I am present 
before thee O'Lord, You who are one having no second 
You alone destrv'e all praise All that we have an3 
all that we are bear testimony to thy munificence All 
the kingdom is thine You are the I^rd and there is 
none to share with thee In this short prayer the 
Haji admits his own littleness and bears testimony to 
the gU'iy and greatness of the Lord This makes 
man meek and humble* it makes him God-fearing and 
leads him to piety But to have the desired effect it 
should be translated into action and not stop with mere 
utterance 

The Holy Quran while speaking of Prophet 
Abraham’s unselfishness lays stress on his sacrificial 
spii 1 Lverj Muslim is expected to create in him the 
same laudable spirit In Haj there are many things 
which do not meet the eyes of a superficial observer 
It seems as if a -lover is doing something in obedience 
to the commands of his beloved one He does not 
even ponder over his doings but offers unquestioned 
obedience to authonty Whatever the Haji does he 
does it of all purity and sincerity His sincerity is 
beyond doubt it admits of no alloy and what else b 

II 
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'Faith' but Sincerity They \ihosc hearts are pure 
wait only for the commandment of the Loid Does 
not a soldier obey his commander’ Does not a 
patient submit to the prescription of the doctor^ Then 
does not the Lord have even this much claim of obe- 
dience from His sen itors It is for tins I'ei \ reason that 
we have beta asked to follow the foot-steps of the Pro- 
phet ana we have the injunction that whenever the Lord 
and His Prophet commands you do not hesitate this is 
the sign of ‘Iman’ Yes, if anyone else orders you may 
enquire into the reason here it is not only justifiable 
but commendable A Hadis says that some one once 
enquired the Prophet as to what was the best act and 
reply came “Belief in God and His Prophet” When 
asked what next the Prophet said ‘Jiha3 in the way 
of the Lord” and when again asked ‘what ntxt’ tae 
Prophet said “Haj performed in the manner required 
In another Hadis we have that the reward of this is 
Paradise Yet another Hadis says that a man who is 
in a pos’tion to perform Haj and does not do so is at 
liberty to count himself as a non-Muslim, a Jew or a 
Christian, it does not mailet Another Hadis records 
that he who performs Haj and avoids sm is puie like 
the new bom babe 
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A Pamphlet on the Viitues or Merits of 
Darood Shareef (in Burmese) 4 

8 Risalah Tha-heyyat-ul Islam (A Pamph- 
let on Salutation . * or Greetings in 
Islam) (in Burmese) 5 

9. Gulzar-i-Sunnat Part I (m Burmese) 6 

10. A Present for the month of Ramzan in 
the form of a Pamphlet (in Burmese) 7 

*n. Gulzar-i-Sunnat Part II (in Burmese) 8 

12. Haniare Aquiday (Our tenets m reh* 

(in Burmese) g 

*3. Phillippa The Caesar’s Niece — English lo 

I Gulzar-<-Hadeea (m Burmese) n 
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35 


The Killing of Animals (according to the 
Islamic Principles) and using their flesh as 
food (m Burmese) la 

A Pamphlet on ‘How 
Spread Islam Throughout the 
World (m brief) do 

The Teaching of Islam Series I (in English) 


do 
do 

Ma jmooa-F atawa 
Nesabuddin 
Bahishty Samar I 
do do II 
Rahe-Najat 
Fazilat-i-ilm 


do II (in English) 

do III (in English) 

(in Burmese) 

(in Burmese) 

(in Burmese) 

(in Burmese)) 20 
(in Burmese) 21 
(in Burmese) 22 


13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 


- Some of the Sayings of our Lord and Holy 
Prophet Muhammad I and II (in English) 
Taliniul-Islam TI 
doi do III 
do*. do IV 
Savitri 

Monabbe-haat-Tbne-Hajar 
Ma-labud-minho I 

Proof of Prophet Muhammad From the 
Holy Bible and Way to Paradise for 
Eternal J-ife (in English) 30 

A short sketch of the Life of the Prophet 

in.(BurmesA) 31 ' 

Friday Sermons (in^ English) 32 


23 

(in Burmese) 24 
(m Burmese) 25 
(in Burmese) 26 
(in English) 27 
(in, Burmese) 28 
(in Burmese,) :28 


NOTE — ^All rights of the above books are 
reserved and no one must print them without taje 
written permission of the Manager of the Prbpaga^ 
tipn DepMjtment, of the Jamiat-ultlJ-leixia. oiiiBi&nsw* 



RULES AND REGULATIONS 

, ACCORDING TO SEC 5 
OF 

rHE PROPAGATION DEPARIMENT' 

# OP 

THE JAMIAl UI HLEMA 01 BURM4 


(a) lhi9 Department shall have no connection 
whatever with the Political aflairs of the country 
(b”) All those (Muslim) Societies th?(.t are purcl 
religious and have nothing to do with politics nuv 
be affiliated to this DejJiartflaeiW ^ 

^ (c) It is not 

sociotiie| e^oitilld tiie Ahms (learned in Religion) 

(# Afl the non-political Rules and Regulations 
of Jamiat-uI'Ulema of Burma should be considei , 
ed as Rules and Regulations of lU Piopagation Dt, 
Apartment 

’ (e) The fund of the Propagation Departui^^ 

'should be 

Work oh things mat 'aren closety ''connected ther^ 
-leith t 


' (j£) Two'-third of the Subjbcwption reklised la, 

the tttkne of the Jamtat-nHIlema of Bdnna may ,b®) 
soent on the Propagation Department j , ’ 
(g) The same ardnaribfm,. m aiatii^d- 
in expenditure also * ‘ 

^ (h) The 0f6.ee Bearers and Members of 
oittive Otittwnittee of this Dcpaitment will lie exactly 
,'t||jie aa those of the Jamiat-nl-Ulcma of 

, < to tHB MUSa.lM 

■ ‘"■'^SeSr^tflg ai»plW*r,thl|TOe for the 
Ittoh WOP, fa BuHni AH 

iho^eyer big orjf 
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